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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

‘pe packet ship England, capt. Waite, arrived on 
Wednesday evening from Liverpool, whence she 
sailed on the 9th ult. She brings London dates to 
the evening of the Sth—five days later than our pre- 
vious advices. ‘Fie intelligence was favorable and 
interesting. 





ENGLAND. 

There isa decided improvement in the money 
market, caused in part by the favorable intelligence 
from China and the Mediterranean, but in part also 
by a general improvement in business. The export 
of specie to the continent had ceased; stocks had 
generally improved: wheat was at least firm at 
former rates; and cotton at Liverpool had slightly 
improved, and was in active demand. In short, 
things were looking decidedly better than for many 
weeks previous. 

FRANCE. 

The triumph of the king, the Soult-Guizot mi- 
nistry and their pacific policy is complete. The 
ministerial address to the king was carried on the 
4th by a vote of 247 yeas to 161 nays, after a stormy 
debate in which the personal integrity of Thiers 
was directly impugned, and a chaos of an hour en- 
sued. The little Talleyrand would seem to be ef- 
lectually prostrated. 

By the packet ship La Duchesse d’Orleans, 
Havre papers of the 9ih Dee. are received. The 
funeral of Napolean was to take place on the 15th. 

The remains of Napoleon, having been placed, 
at Cherbourg, on board a steawnboat, the solemn 
train passed by Havre at day break on the morning 
of the 8th. The steamer with the remains was 
painted black, with torehes burning on the bow 
and stern and around the tomb. A long retinue of 
steamers followed. The shore was lined for a 
mile with national guards. In Paris a hundred 
thousand men were uuder arins. The excitement 
was very great among the people, but the strong 
pri arrangemeuts left no apprehensions of dis- 

The London Standard of the 12th December, re- 
ceived by the Garrick at New York, says: The 
restoration of the remainsof Napoleon seems to 
lave excited a feeling in Paris, of which no other 
part of France affords ay symptom. 

The body of Napoleon. ‘The latest Parisian jour- 
hals contain the official account of the disinterment 
of Napoleon’s remains, and their removal on board 
the frigate Belle Poule, under the supervision of 
Prince de Joinville, assisted by count Rohan Cha- 
bot and captain Alexander, commissioners appoint- 
ed, the one by France and the other by England, 
to superintend the exhumation. 

_ The body appeared to have suffered little change 

in the twenty years which has passed since it was 

inhumed. The three coffins—of which the exte- 

rd ta ak monte” Sering een ca eae 
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and the white satin sheet which covered the body 
removed, the form and features of the great depart- 
ed lay exposed to the view of a group of his old 
and faithful followers who were permitted to be 
present, and of many who now gazed upon them 
for the first time. The features were so perfect, 
and retained so completely their natural form and 


9 | character, that general Gourgaud, involuntarily ex- 


claimed on beholding them, ** Bon! tres bon!” 
The proces verbal, drawn up by Dr. Guilliard, 


surgeon of the Belle Poule, after reciting the pre- 


cautions used in opening the lids of the several 
coffins, continues thus: 

“Something white, which appeared to have be- 
come detached from the lining, covered, as if with 
a thin gauze, all that the coffin contained. The 
craniuin and forehead, which adhered strongly to 
the satin, were particularly stained with it, but very 
little was seen on the lower part of the face, on the 
hands, oron the toes. The body of the emperor was 
in an easy position, as when it was placed in the 
coffin; the upper members were laid at length, the 
left arm and hand resting on the left thigh; the low- 
er limbs were slightly bent; the head a little raised, 
rested on a cushion. ‘The voluminous skull, the high 
and broad forehead, presented themselves, covered 
with hard and yellow teguments closely adhereing 
tothem. Such appeared also the contour of the 
orbits, the upper edges of which were furnished 
with the eyebrows. Under the eyelids were still 
to be distinguished the occular globes, which had 
lost very little of their volume or form. The eye- 
lids were completely closed, adhered to the subja- 
cent parts, and were hard under the pressure of the 
finger. Some eyelashes were to be seen on their 
ledges. The bones of the nose and the tegument 
which covered thein, were well preserved; the tubes 
and nostrils alone had suffered. The cheeks were 
full: the teguments of this part of the face were re- 
markable for their softness to the touch and their 
whiteness. Those of the chin were slightly blue, 
a tint they had borrowed from the beard, which had 
grown after death. The chin itself had undergone 


no change, and still preserved the peculiar type of 


the face of Napoleon. 

“The thin lips were parted, and three of the in- 
cisive teeth, very white, appeared under the upper 
lip, which was a little raised towards the left. The 
hands were perfect, not having undergone the least 
change. Although the joints were stiff, the skin 
preserved that peculiar color which is only to be 
found in the living man. ‘The nails of the fingers 
were long and adherent and very white. The legs 
were in boots, but in consequence of the opening 
of the seams the last four toes were out on each 
side. The skin of these toes was of a dead white 
and furnished with nails. The anterior region of 
the thorax was much depressed in middle, and the 
sides of the belly hard and sunk. All the members 


covered by the clothing appeared to have preserved ; 


their shapes. I pressed the left arm, which I found 
to be hard and diminished in thickness. As to the 
clothes they appeared with their colors, so that the 
uniform of the horse chasseurs of the old guard was 
to be recognised by the dark green of the coat and 
its bright red facings. ‘The grand cordon of the le- 
gion of honor was across the waistcoat, and the 
white breeches were partly covered by the hat, 
which was placed on the thighs. ‘The epauletts, 
the star and other decorations attached to the breast, 
had lost their brilliancy and turned black. The gold 
crown of the cross of officer of legion of honor had 
alone preserved its polish. Vases of silver appear- 
ed between the legs, one surmounted by an eagle 
which rose above the knees; they were found entire 
and closed. As there were adhesions between these 
vases and the parts they tonched, I uncovered them 
a little, the king’s commissioner not thinking it right 
that they should be removed for the purpose of cio- 
ser examination.” 

The proces verbal goes on to state that the above 
particulars might have been more full, but they were 
sufficient to show that the preservation of the body 
was more complete than circumstances of the au- 
topsy and inhumation warranted an expectation of. 
It then proceeds: 

“This is not the place to inquire into the causes 
which have to this extent arrested the progress of 
decomposition; but there is no doubt that the ex- 
treme solidity of the masonry of the tomb, and the 








metal, have powerfully contributed to this result. 
However this may be, I feared the effect of the at- 
mosphere upon the remains, and was convinced that 
the best means of preserving them still longer was 
to exclude thetn from its action. I eagerly com- 
plied with the desire of the king’s commissioner, 
that the coffins should be immediately closed. I 
restored the wadded satin to its place, after having 
steeped it in creoste, and then caused all the wood- 
en cases to be closely fastened as possible, and 
those of metal to be hermetically soldered. The 
remains of Napoleon are now in six coffins—one of 
tin, a second of mahogany, a third of lead, separat- 
ed from that within by sawdust and wedges of 
wood, the fifth the sarcophagus of ebony, and the 
sixth the outer case of oak.” . 

The process of opening the tomb commenced at 
half-past 12 o’clock on the 15th of October, but in 
consequence of the strength and solidity of the ma- 
sonry it was 10 o’clock at night when the workmen 
arrived at the coffin. 

The sarcophagus in which the body was deposit- 
ed for transmission to France, and all the para- 
phernalia, were of the most magnificent and costly 
description, and the funeral apartment in the Belle 
Poule was fitted up in a style of gloomy grandeur 
which must have given it a most imposing appear- 
ance. The pall which covered the sarcophagus 
was of heavy crimson velvet besprinkled with gold- 
en bees, trebly bordered with gold embroidery and 
ermine, and had worked through the whole of its 
rich fabric a white cross of silver threads, to all ap- 
pearance like lace. Ateach corner was an eagle 
surrounded with stars—all embroidered in gold. 

Later. The packet ship Oxford, Rathbone, 
brings London papers to the 18th Dec. There was 
great activity in the dock yards, indicating that fo- 
reign operations were anticipated, whether in the 
eastern or western heinisphere, their policy is evi- 
dently to prepare for contingencies. 

The markets remain as at former dates, except 
cotton, which had advanced one-eighth of a penny. 

Interment of Napoleon’s remains in Paris. The 
great pageant of intering the remains of Napoleon 
in the Invalides took place on Tuesday, 15th De- 
ceinber. The whole line of the procession from 
the banks of the Seine to the Hotel des Invalides 
was adorned on both sides with military trophies, 
and a more magnificent pageant, all the accounts 
agree in saying, has never been witnessed, even in 
Paris. From four in the morning, undeterred by 
the coldest day that has been experienced, during 
the present winter in France, thousands proceeded 
to the several advantageous positions which diffe- 
rent localities presented for the viewing of the pro- 
cession. 

At nine o’clock the first gun was fired, on the 
bank of the Seine, at Courbevoie, where a park of 
artillery was stationed. This became the signal 
for the commencement of the proceedings of the 
day. From the temple, erected on the left bank of 
the river, the Abbe Coquereau and a numerous 
clergy, in full canonicals, then issued and proceed- 
ed towards the steamer La Dorade, which had been 
brought close up to a wooden esplanade, forming a 
communication between the shore and its deck, 
His royal higness the prince de Joinville met them 
as they approached between two lines of troops, 
and, alter the exchange of. salutations turned to- 
wards the vessels lined by the sailors from La Belle 
Poute, a body of whom proceeded to,raise the coffin, 
and transported it to the temple, the priests going 
before, chanting, according to the usage of the Ca- 
tholic church. 

The remains of the emperor were deposited there 
for two hours, the religious rites which were per- 
formed, having lasted thus long. The immense 
concourse of people who were assembled at the 
spot, viewed this portion of the proceedings in so- 
lemn silence, the roar of artillery alone sounding 
through the atmosphere. 

SPAIN. 

There is nothing of interest from the peninsula, 
except that tranquillity is maintained under the re- 
gency of Espartero. 

There is a general calm on the continent. 

EGYPT. 

The pacha knocks under. He has had an in- 
terview with com. Napier at Alexandria, and offer- 
od to relinquish Syria, restore the Ottoman. fleet, 


eare taken in making aid soldering the c (fi. in {and abandon all pretensions on the single condition 
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of retaining the hereditary government of Egypt. 
This the commodore guarantees him. It is stated 
that the official despatches from com. Napier an- 
nouncing these facts bad arrived in London. 


SYRIA. 

Another terrible disaster occurred at Acre on the 
6ih November, three days after the capture of that 
place, by the explosion of another powder magazine 
within the fortress. The number killed and wound- 
ed amounted to 280. The sufferers were chiefly 
natives, including many women and children; but 
there were also about 20 British seamen and ma- 
rines killed, and several officers and men wounded. 
Amongst the latter are brigadier sir Charles Smith, 
commanding the land forces; capt. Collier, of the 
Castor; lieut. Johnson, and the rev. Mr. Kinton, of 
the Princess Charlotte. No light had been thrown 
on the immediate cause of this calamity. 

The British fleet remains on the coast of Syria, 
and the men suffer from fever and dysentery. 

Ibraham pacha is encamped on the plainsof Roc- 
cah, under Mount Lebanon, His army now con- 
sists of 12,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry. Emir 
Beschir is pressing on his flanks. Hebron has de- 
clared for the sultan. 


CHINA. 

The English have commenced hostilities in ear- 
nest. They have taken the city and island [or is- 
Jands] of Chusan, on the east coast of China, after 
a feeble resistance. The fort of Amoy had also been 
battered down, and the mouths of several principal 
rivers were placed under strict blockade. But 
these measures have thus far had no effect but to 
exasperate the Chinese, who are making every ef- 
fort to resist the invaders. The governors of pro- 
vinces have uniformly refused to forward any com- 
munication from the British to the emperor. Lin is 
 sgteg-aror active and ee All foreigners 

ave been ordered to quit Canton, and it is under- 
stood that the English blockade of that port is hence- 
forth to be rigorous. It is also given out that the 
English are about to make a decisive demonstration, 
probably on Pekin itself. 


INDIA. 

By the arrival of the overland mail from India at 
London on the 7th, we have important advices. ‘The 
British bave revenged their temporary reverses in 
Affghanistan, by a signal defeat of their enemies, 
headed by Dost Mahomed. The following is the 
clearest account: 

Letters from Cabul of the 20th of September, give 
the particulars of a decisive victory obtained over 
Dost Mahomed, on the 18th, at Bamaen, by a small 
force under brigadier Dennie, consisting of six com- 

anies of the 35th native infantry, six pieces of 
sa artillery, aud between 400 and 500 of the 
Schah’s troops. The enemy were 10,000 strong, 
headed by Dost Mahomed and the Walee Khonun, 
in person. They left three Sidars and 500 men 
dead on the field, together with their entire bag- 
gage, standards, and the only piece of ordinance in 
the possession of Dost Mahomed, who fled serious- 
ly wounded. 

The death of Dost Mahomed is reported. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. Joseph Genois, 
to be register of the land office at New Orleans, La. 
vice P. A. St. Martin, resigned. 

Julins De Mun, to be register of the land office 
at St. Louis, Mo. from the 25th February, 184), 
when his present commission will expire. 

James M. Strode, to be register of the land office 
at Chicaga, Ill. from the 27th of December, 1840, 
when his late commission expired. 

Purdy McElvain, reappointed register of the land 
office at Marion, Ohio, from 8th January, 1841. 

Matthew Gayle, reappointed receiver of public 
moneys at Cahawba, Alabama, from Jan. 11, 1841. 

Edward F. Comegeys, receiver of public mo- 
neys at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, vice Wm. G. Parish, 
resigned. Pgs 

Rev. Martin P. Parks, of Norfolk, Virginia, to be 
chaplain and professor of geography, history and 
ethics, at the military academy, West Point, in the 
place of the rev. Jasper Adams, resigned. 


THE CASE OF THE SENECA INDIANS. For some 
years past a treaty between the United States and 
the Seneca Indians, says the Baltimore American, 
has been the subject of considerable discussion, 
and various difficulties have prevented its final ra- 
tification. Several publications have been recently 
made which throw light upon the subject, and dis- 
close a series of frands which are as bold as they 
are artfully contrived. 

The Senecas hold lands in the state of New York 
to the extent of about 119,000 acres, worth proba- 
bly two millions of dollars, as they include some of 


the most fertile tracts in the state. At the close of 
the revolutionary war, Massachusetts claimed an 
interest in this anc as a portion of the territory of 
the Six Nations. A cession, however, of the right 
of jurisdiction was made by Massachusetts to New 
York—the former state reserving a right of pre- 
emption to the lands themselves. ‘his pre-emption 
right was purchased by Samuel Ogden in 1791, 
which by several transfers had now come into the 
hands of a company known as the “Ogden Land 
company.”” 

It appears to have been for some time past the 
object of this company to involve the U. S. govern- 
ment inatreaty with the New York Indians for the 
removal of tke latter. ‘T'wosmall bands or portions 
of the tribe were induced to apply to president 
Monroe, during his administration, for leave to ne- 
— with the Menomonies for certain lands near 

reen Bay. Difficulties arose which the govern- 
inent was obliged tosettle. A treaty was concluded 
with the Menomonies is 1832, by which 500,000 
acres of land were provided as a home for the New 
York Indians at an expense to the United States 
government of $20,000. Yet with the making of 
this treaty it appeared that the main body of the 
New York Indians had nothing to do. In 1837 
new efforts were made to procure the removal of 
these Indians. Five persons were engaged to ef- 
fect this object within a specified time for a stipu- 
lated price—say $20,000 or $25,000 each. W 
have not roorn for the various details of this busi- 
ness. The purpose was to have the government 
purchase lands in the west for the Senecas, and to 
obtain a transfer of the lands in New York to the 
Ogden Land company. The most dishonorable 
and fraudulent means were used according to the 
published statement of the transaction, to obtain the 
signatures of the chiefs to the necessary articles; 
and a treaty, apparently genuine, went up for rati- 
fication to the United States senate more than once. 
The president in his message of 1839, says: «No 
advance towards obtaining the assent of the Senecas 
to the amended treaty in council, was made; nor 
can a majority of them in council now be obtained;” 
and again:—**That improper means have been emn- 
ployed to obtain the assent of the Seneca chiefs, 
there is every reason to believe.”’ 

The treaty was referred in the senate to the com- 
mittee on Indian affairs, who reported a resolution 
for rejecting it. The senate, however, in March, 
1840, passed a contrary resolution by the casting 
vote, it is said, of its presiding officer; and the pre- 
sident issued his proclamation accordingly soon af. 
terwards. It isa matter of dispute whether this 
ratification is valid or not—the constitution requir- 
ing a majority of two-thirds. 

A cotemporary journal published in the interior 
of New York remarks on this subject: 

‘‘We hope that one of the first steps taken by the 
United States senate, in the session which has now 
commenced, will be to bring up this matter again 
for consideration. The testimony contained in the 
volume before us shows a series of frauds of the 
grossest kind. It appears that out of the whole 
Seneca tribe, consisting of 2,505 Indians, only 146 
were found willing to remove. The chiefs who 
agreed to join the emigrating party were bribed to 
do so by granting them permission to remain on 
their lands, while those who were not willing to go, 
were, by the treaty, to be expelled at all events 
Signatures were procured froin men in a state of 
senseless intoxication; chiefs were created by a 
spurious election, for the purpose of signing the 
treaty, and every kind of threat and promise were 
used to obtain the assent of the chiefs. These 
things must be looked into and the wrong must be 
redressed. 

‘The Ogden Land company will gain by this 
fraud if it be allowed to stand, 119,000 acres of fer- 
tile land, worth, it is estimated, more than two mil- 
lions of dollars. The United States are to pay 
for it.” 





TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

Duties on silk goods. Should the revenue bill of 
Mr. Adams, now before congress, become a law, 
the duty on the following articles will be 23 per cent. 
ad valorem, viz: 

Black and colored silk cravats. 

Ribands ef every description. 

Fancy hdkfs. of every description. 

Siik pocket hdkfs. of every description. 

Linen cambric hdkfs. 

Suspenders, hats, gloves, hose, socks and mits. 

Silks, shawls, scarfs, veils. 

Umbrellas aud parasols. 

Embroidered cashmere and velvet shawls. 

Braids, corset lacets, cords, galloons and lacets. 

And every article of silk manutacture, or of which 
silk forms the chief value, “except silk pieces of 





goods sold by the yard measure.” 

































































There was a debate on the 13th on aw... ee —— 
Mr. Adams to fix upon the 27th for the ‘ahr of Put If 
tion of the bill. The motion was defended }, ation Ww! 
Adams and yr by Mr. Jones, of Va ) ite Bnd supri 
Cushing, of Mass. replied. The yeas and ,,.° Bed in yOu 
were at length ordered upon the motion, and on "of the ste 
ed in the affirmative, yeas 64, noes 52. No neces ed that th 
voting the house was compelled to adjourn, "| ter of th 

The otl trade of the union. We are in United 
the Boston Patriot for a table giving the ae to MB rated rie 
arrivals of vessels with oil into the United State ? 
for 1840. At New Bedford and Fairhaven th *S BB of the a 
were 70 ships and barques, 11 brigs and } Sov pci J am wi 
with an aggregate of 63,465 barrels of sperm oj] 7 vernme® 
75,411 of whale. The next important place nd majesty $ 
Nantucket, at which 22 ships and barques arrives that the ¢ 
and 3 schooners, with an aggregate of 43,330 barrel wefoares 
of sperm, and 2,275 of whale. The total arrivals serene 
were 175 ships and barques, 42 brigs and 6 schoon, eigen 
ers, with an aggregate of 156,445 barrels of sperm, the wo 3 
and 203,441 barrels of whale. The Putriot states that wl re to 
the arrivals of sperm oil, for 1840, exceeded thos 7 me 
of 1839, by about 15,000 bbls. while the what Me ota 
oil fell short about 20,000 barrels. It may be well i f od 
to notice here, that the exports of sperm oil to Epo. ot? . 
land this year have exceeded those of any previoy; aT . L: 

° 1é P i 
year, from 15 to 20,000 bbls. having been exportey ‘nall 
which would leave about the saine quantity fos sapreetl 
home consumption in 1840 as we had in 1839. ° T), ie 

“|great and continuing decrease of import (near| ol its 
two-thirds decrease within 20 years), into Greg “ : 
Britain, will hereafter exercise a greater influence x oo ble 
on our prices of sperin oil, than we have heretojor we car 
felt, as the different manufacturers have greatly in. « n dive 
creased the use of sperm oil; thus in case of an over ths It 
import into the states, and prices are low, it will be . to be he 
taken for export. stacked t 

Trade of the United States and Mexico. The in. tured and 
land trade between the United States and Mexie A rem 
promises to be greatly benefitted by a bill whicy Qipeen addr 
passed the senate. It proposes to extend the uray. y’s gover 
back system to the exportation of foreign goods 0 pronow 
from Independence, in the state of Missouri, ani Himent upo 
Van Buren and Fulton, in Arkansas. Each of Qgpelf bounc 
these towns is on a great river, to wit: the first on pinion, 1 
the Missouri, the second on the Arkansas, the thir manner as 
on the Redriver. The Globe says that these towns, Mipatty of b 
if the bill passes the house of representatives, be. Mmgudlified, 
come ports of entry, and it will greatly accelerate sI belie 
the important inland trade between the valley of Mimeutrage or 
the Mississippi and the northern parts of the Mexi- I avail 
can republic. he assura 

PostaGE. The following propositions indicate 
the extent and nature of the projected alterations in 
the present system of postage and mail transporta- 
tion they are from the late report of the postmas- Sir: I} 
ter general: f your n 

“1, The entire abolition of the franking privilege, BEDS the 261 
as an exclusive personal right, with the exception Bion of Al 
of the executive and the heads of departments. [the oul 

“2. A jimitation by law of the maximum rate of Hifteainboat 
compensation for the steamboat, rail road and coach idence c 
service. bajesty’s 

“3. The equalization of postage on newspapers Hind of cor 
and other printed matter, with an advance of one Biere cay b 
hundred per cent. 03¢ it to 

“4. A revision of the tariff of letter postage, wil HM the sul 
a reduction of twenty-five per cent.” Pinion sc 

d prinei 

Unitep States AND GreAr Britain. The Bion on he 

following are the additional documents which were ould har 


communicated to congress on Monday of last week, 
by the president, relative to the affair ofthe steam 
boat Caroline: 
Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Washington, Dec. 29, 1840. 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receip! 
of your letter of the 26th inst. in which, in reply 
to a letter which I had addressed to you on the J3i 
you acquaint me that ihe president is not prepared 
to comply with my dema:d for the liberation o 
Mr. Alexander McLeod, of Upper Canada, now 
imprisoned at Lockport, in the state of N. York, 
on a pretended charge of murder and arson, as hav 
ing been engaged in the destruction of the piratical 
steamboat “*Caroline”* on the 29th December, 1837. 

I learn with deep regret that such is the decisiom 
of the president of the United States, for I cannot 
but foresee the very grave and serious consequences 
that must ensne if, besides the injury already )” 
flicted upon Mr. McLeod of a vexatious and unjust 
imprisonment, any. further harm should be done" 
him in the progress of this extraordinary proceeding: 

I have lost no time in forwarding to her maj°* 
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ty’s government in England the correspondent? Bi. '/ 
that has taken place, and I shall await the furthet “see, 
orders of her majesty’s government with respect (0 More : 
the important question which that correspondent? age” 


involves. rine ¢ 
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Motion of aeerene st” my duty not to close this communi- THE ARMY. there were 362 sick, 547 convalescent. Total, 909, 
1 Ret ie without likewise testifying my vast regret} Extract from the report of major general Macomb. | in the army, and 254 deaths during the last year— 
‘ y Mr, ec i suprise at the expressions which I find repeat- | After the secretary of war’s report, follows the re- | which seems to us a very small number, consider- 
tel Mr, Y! in your letter with reference to the destruction | port of major general Alexander Macomb, the com- | ing the many sickly positions occupied by the army 
= Nays of the steamboat Caroline. I had confidently hop- | manding general of the army—who gives a faithful and the arduous duties it has performed during the 
0 sheen d that the first erroneous impression of the charac- | idea of the condition of our army, and reports It as last year. : : ‘ 
. Quorum Bee r of that event, imposed upon the mind of the | in danger of becoming inefficient by the number of | Promotions, §c. The following promotions have 
nited States government by partial and exagge- | ineffective officers, from age, infirmaties, wounds, been made since the publication of the last “gene- 
Jebted to ted representations, would long siuce have been | &c. belonging to it, that demands the attention of ral orders” (No. 51) announcing promotions: 
Umber of faced by amore strict and accurate examination | congress. The remedy he proposes we give below First dragoons. 1st lieutenant E. Steen to be 
Cd States f the facts. Such an investigation must even yet,|in his own words, and think them not only judi- captain; 2d jieutenant L. P. Davidson to be Ist 
en, there Tam willing to believe, lead the United States go- | cious, but meriting the attention of the nation: lieutenant; brevet 2d lieutenant J. W. T. Gardiner 
Schooner, Mi vernment to the same conviction with which her} “In my last annual report, I recommended that to be 2d lieutenant. 
M Oil, and majesty’s authgrities on the spot were impressed, |some provision be made for keeping the corps of Third Infantry. st lieutenant J. Van Horne to 
place ig MB that the act was one in the strictest sense of self- | officers effective, by allowing such of them as be captain; 2d lieutenant J. Currier, to be 1st lieu- 
S arrived, MB jefence, rendered absolutely necessary by the cir- | should, from age, wounds, or other infirmities, be tenant; brevet 2d lieutenant D. 8. Irwin to be 2d 
30 barrels cumstances of the occasion, for the safety and pro- | unfit to perform their respective duties, to retire lieutenant; brevet 2d lieutenant T. Jordon to be 2d 
I arrivals tection of her majesty’s subjects, and justified by | from active service on their pay proper, as a means lieutenant. : 
5 schoon. MM the same motives and principles which, upon simi- | of support, without any other emoluments; and re- Fifth infantry. 2d lieutenant N. B. Rossell to be 
Of sperm, jar and well known occasions, have governed the | ported a plan by which it could be effected without Ist lieutenant. 4 q 
states thar conduct of illustrious officers of the U. States. any additional cost to the nation, but, on the con- Sixth infantry. 2d lieutenant J. Hendrickson to 
ded those The steamboat Caroline was a-hostile vessel en- | trary, would be productive not only of efficiency in be Ist lieutenant; brevet 2d lieutenant J. D. Bacon 
he whale aged in piratical war against her majesty’s people, | the service, but a real saving of expense to govern- to be 2d lieutenant. ; 
'Y be well MMhired from her owners for that express purpose, | ment; and I beg leave here to repeat the plan, pre- Resignations. Captain J. S. Van Derveer, Ist 
il to Eng. aud known to be so beyond the possibility of doubt. | senting it in the shape of a bill.” dragoons; 2d lieutenant A. R. Lawlin, Ist artillery; 
| Previous The place where the vessel was destroyed was| This bill provides that when an officer shall have | assistant surgeon G. A. Williams. 



















exported, Mi nominally, it is true, within the territory of a friend- 


antity for jy power, but the friendly power had been depriv- 
39. The ed, through overbearing piratical violence, of the 
t (nearly Hise of its proper authority over that portion of ter- 
nto Great Myitory. The authorities of New York had not even 


influence 
1eretolore 
reatly in. 
of an over 
it will be 


een able to prevent the artillery of the state from 
being carried off publicly, at mid-day, to be used 
as instruments of war against her majesty’s sub- 
jects. It was under such circumstances, which it 
sto be hoped will never recur, that the vessel was 
attacked by a party of her majesty’s people, cap- 


The in. ggitured and destroyed. , 
id Mexieo A remonstrance against the act in question has 
sil which been addressed by the United States to her majes- 
the draw. y’s government in England. I am not authorised 
ign goods o pronounce the decision of her majesty’s govern- 
sourl, aud ment upon that remonstrance, but I have felt my- 


elf bound to record, in the meantime, the above 


Each of . , 
pinion, in order to protest in the most solemn 


he first on 


, the third manner against the spirited and loyal conduct of a 
ese towns, party of her majesty’s officers and people being 
tives, be. MEgualified, through au unfortunate misapprehension, 


sI believe, of the facts, with the appellation of 
butrage or of murder. 

avail myself of this occasion to renew to you 
he assurance of my distinguished consideration. 
H. 8. FOX. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
Department of state. 
Washington, December 31, 1840. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
f your note of the 29th instant, in reply to mine 
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‘privilege, Bf the 26th, on the subject of the arrest and deten- 
exception MiMfion of Alex. McLeod, as one of the perpetrators 
nents. [the outrage committed in New York when the 
nin rate of Hiteamboat Caroline was seized and burnt. Full 
and coach idence of that outrage has been presented to her 
hajesty’s government witha desnand for redress, 
ewspapers Bani of course no discussion of the circumstances 
ce of ont MiMere can be either useful or proper, nor can [ sup- 
bse it to be your desire to invite it. I take leave 
tage, with I'the subject with this single remark, that the 
Pinion so strongly expressed by you on the facts 
d principles involved in the demand for repara- 
arn. The Mion on her majesty’s government by the U. Siates 
yhich were HiMould hardly have been hazarded” had you been 
last week, bssessed otf the carefully collected testimony 
the steal: Hi@hich has been presented to your government in 
Pport of that demard. 
bi aay I avail myself of the occasion to renew to you 
J, af € assurance of my distinguished consideration. 
he receip JOHN FORSYTH. 
h, in reply 
on the 13th H ; 
t prepared HONOR TO THE BRAVE! The Richmond En- 
beration o rer states that nine swords voted by the general 
nada, now faeeeMbly, at different periods, to certain officers, 
oN. York, Mees of Virginia, in testimony of their gallantry 


the last war, have been at length delivered, and 


on, as hav- j . e r 
placed in the executive chamber. The gover- 


e piratical 


aber, 1837. br has appointed the 22d of February next for the 
he decision “sentation, when the officers who will receive 
rr T cannot i: and several other military and naval charac- 
isequences oy ‘listinetion, are expected to attend. The de- 
already 10° i and ornamental work on the blades and scab- 
and unjus are said to be very appropriate, aid executed 
be done !0 wo best style. The folluwing are the officers to 
proceeding: del (or their representatives) these swords will 
her majes ra ‘Vered, 

»spondencé ”y—Gen. Roger Jones; col. George Armi- 


s major Th. M. Nelson; capt. Richard H. Bell. 
Me opt Th, Ap. Catesby Jones; capt. Ch. 
rh al capt. Etiea F. Valette; capt. Hugh 


ge 


rt) . ; 
mre corps—Col, Archibald Hendersvun, 


the further 
. respect t0 
espo ndencé 


served twenty years, and becomes disabled, he shall 
retire on his pay proper, withoutemoluments. His 
place supplied by promotion. The officer promot- 
ed draws his former pay only, with the emoluments 
of the retired officer. | 

The general-in-chief makes another suggestion, 
we think not only good but equitable, and are sur- 
prised that it has not been acted upon before. It is 
as follows:— 

“[ hope I may be excused for again drawing the 
attention of the department to the fact, that there is 
no provision made by law for the widows and or- 
phans of the officers of the regular army who may 
die in consequence of wounds received, or diseases 
contracted by exposure, in the service; while there 
is a provision of that nature for all other descrip- 
tions of troops, whether militia, rangers, sea-fenci- 
ble or volunteers, as will appear by the act of the 
4th of July, 1836. There are the widows of severat 
meritorious officers and soldiers now suffering by 
the deprivation of their natural protectors, who have 
sacrificed their lives in their country’s service, to 
whom the extension of the provision of that law 
would be a great relief; and I am sure, with a 
knowledge of that fact, you will see the justice of 
urging on congress the application of the benefits 
of that law tu the widows and orphans of the mem- 
bers of the regular army who have thus died in the 
service of their country.” 

Extract from the report of the adjutant general. 
The report of the aggregate number of men in the 
army is 10,570—1,967 recruits required. 

The aggregate number of officers and soldiers, 
inilitia included, belonging to the ariny service in 
Florida under general Armistead, is 5,161; the num- 
ber of recruits required is 2,328. 

The number of recruits enlisted last year has 
been 6,316; out of that number Baltimore has fur- 
nished 153. 

Colonel Totten the chief engineer, in reporting 
upon the defences of the country, makes mention 
of the following, which greatly interests Baltimore, 
and we do hope our represeitatives will urge the 
matter on congress without delay. 

«Fort on Soller’s Poiut flats, harbor of Baltimore, 
Maryland. In renewing the proposition contained 
in the report of last year, to commence this work, I 
take leave to copy what was then stated. 

‘With Fort McHenry as the only defensive work 
between Baltimore and the Chesapeake bay, that 
city is wholly without defence against an attack by 
land—such, for instance as was undertaken by the 
English during the last war—and is, at the same 
tine, inadequately protected from an atiack by the 
river. 

‘The first step to be taken, in the creation of a 
better system of defence for this harbor, is the erec- 
tion of a strong casemated battery on the outer ex- 
tremity on Soiller’s Point flats—a work projected 
by the board of engineers many years ago, This 
work being completed, the channel of the river will 
be powerfuily commanded; and an enterprise ad- 
vancing against the city from North Point, or along 
the opposite shore, will be liable to be cut off from 
all retreat by troops thrown across the river, or sent 
down the river, and landed near the work. 

“The position is a good one; the work is indis- 
pensable to the security of Baltimore; and, as much 
time must necessarily be consumed in raising the 
foundation out of water, it seems important that im- 
mediate measures be taken for the commencement 
of the work; and to this end a small appropriation 
is asxed for next year.” 

Extract from the report of the surgeon general. 





The surgeon general reports on the 30:h September 


Deaths. Captain A. Lewis, 3d infantry; Ist lieu- 
tenant S. Whitehorne, 5th infantry; 1st lieutenant 
W. D. Berrien, 6th infantry. 


Late from Florida—more Indian murders. We 
learn from the Charleston Courier of Wednesday, 
that the Indians have committed more murders in 
Florida, and that, too, in the immediate vicinity of 
the U.S. military stations. 

It appears that lieutenant Sherwood and a Mrs. 
Montgomery, wile of lieut. Montgomery, of the 7th 
regiment of infantry, were riding out for pleasure, 
a few days since, under an escort of soldiers, and, 
when only two niles from the military post at Mi- 
canopy, were fired on by a party of Indians. Lieut. 
Sherwood, Mrs. Montgomery, a sergeant major and 
two privates of the escort, were killed. Mrs. M. 
was from Cincinnati, and had been married but a 
short time. 

The news was brought to Fort Fanning by ex- 
press on the 29th ult. Five privates were missing 
at the time the express left Micanopy. 

Two wagorers, on the road from Pilatka to Fort 
Russ-ll, were shot by the Indians on Tuesday last. 
‘They had started out a few hours in advance of the 
escort, and were shot 7 miles from Pilatka. 


Extract of a letter from brigadier general Armi- 
stead, commanding the army of Florida, to the se- 
cretary of war, dated ' 

Head quarters army of Florida, 
Tumpa, December 20, 1840. 

Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant has been re- 
ceived, and the suggestions and instructions therein 
contained will receive immediate attention. 

It is with great satisfaction thatI inform you that 
the Indians are daily coming in at different posts. 
Echo-emathla, the chief of the Tallahassees, came 
in at Fort No. 4, a few days since, and there is rea- 
son to believe that the greater part, if not all his 
people, will follow his example. From the position 
of this tribe, adjacent to the settlements, its remo- 
val is particularly desirable. 

A consjderable nuinber of the Seminoles proper 
is expected at Fort Armistead (Bora Sorasota) in 
afew days. The people acknowledge for their 
chief He-la-too-chee, oue of the delegation, who is 
sanguine that they will consent to emigrate, 

A runner was despatched on the 19th to the camp 
of Wild-cat, who is said to have known nothing of 
the rupture at Fort King. He has been invited to 
come to this place with an assurance that he shall 
receive no injury, nor be coerced to emigrate. 

I have not yet been able to communicate with 
Sain Jones, or with the band of Spanish Indians, 
but hope soon to find the means of doing so. Should 
the Seminoles and Tallahassees generally consent 
tu emigrate, it will doubtless have a favorable effect 
on the Micasukies and other more hostile bands. 


The Savannah Republican of Monday last says 
that the news in relation to the capture of the In- 
dians by col. Harney, is confirmed by the arrival at 
this port last evening of the schooner Laurana, capt. 
Swasey, in 24 hours from St. Augustine, 

«It appears that col. Harney, at the head of 90 
men, came upon acamp of some 60 Indians about 
25 miles from Key Biscayne. The Indians were at 
their breakfast. The attack was ‘sharp, short and 
decisive,’ and the result most fortunate. Ten of the 
warriors were killed in the encounter, or hung af- 
terwards, and forty-five women and children were 
taken prisoners. Col. Harney lost one man killed, 
and five were wounded. The prisoners were brought 
into Key Biscayne, from which post col. H. again 
set out on the 28th ultimo, with a detachment of 75 
men, in quest of San Jones’ cainp, to which one of 
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the warriors, who was spared to act as a guide, pro- 
‘mised to conduct biin.” 

The following is a letter from judge Marvin to 
the editors of the Tallahassee Floridian, giving 
some additional particulars of the expedition of col. 
Harney: 

On board the brig Waculla, 
| Si. Mark’s, Dec. 31, 1840. 

Dear str: News had arrived at Key West be- 
fore my leaving there that col. Harney, of the U.S. 
A. about the 15th instant, had a rencontre with the 
Indians in the interior of the everglades. With a 
force of about ninety men he entered the everglades 
in canoes, guided by John, a negro who was cap- 
tured by the Indians in 1835, from his master, Dr. 
Grews, and who escaped and came into the camp 
at Cape Florida a few months since. The negro 
conducted the colonel though the everglades to the 
Indian town, and he surrounded it and fired upon 
them, killing one or two Indians, and taking thir ty- 
eight prisoners. In the assault the chief of the band, 
Chai-ki-ka, escaped, but was pursued several miles 
by one of the dragoons, and overtaken and shot.— 
Among the prisoners taken were ten warriors, nine 
of whom were hung; the life of the tenth being 
saved for a future guide. The rest of the prisoners 
were women and children, and were all spared and 
taken to the post at Cape Florida. 

This band of Indians is known as the Spanish 
band, and the same who murdered Mr. Cooley’s 
family and several others at Cape Florida, and cap- 
tain Walton of the light ship, and Dr. Crews. They 
are the same Indians, too, who surprised col. Har- 
ney a year since, at Calooshatchie, under Macomb’s 
treaty of peace; and the same who recently burned 
and destroyed the settlements on Indian Key, kill- 
ing men, women and children, and mutilating their 
bodies in a most barbarous manner. This band of 
Indians, with this same Chai-ki-ka at their head, 
have been the terror of the south for years, and 
have probably drank as much white blood as any in 
the territory. 

The colonel recaptured thirteen or fourteen of 
Coit’s rifles, taken from him at Caloosahatchie by 
the Indians, and about two thousand dollars worth 
of goods carried off by the Indins from Indian Key. 

his affair of colonel Harney’s will do more to 
strike terror into the Indians, and bring about a 
real peace, than any thing that has occurred four a 
long time. The everglade is no longer the refuge 
of the Indian. His own fastnesses are penetrated 
by the white man. 

Colonel Harney is about again to penetrate the 
everglades, in pursuit of Sam Jones—he now hav- 
ing a guide tu conduct him to his town. He is to 
be joined by several officers in the navy, anda com- 

any of marines, who are now upon the coast.— 
Fustey like this will soon end the war, and with 
less loss of life than temporising measures. 

The Floridian also contains the following ex- 
tract of a letter from Tampa Bay in reference to 
the pacification of the Indians: 

ampa, Dec. 23,1840. ‘Tiger Tail’s son and 
brother, with several others, have come into Fort 
King, and surrendered themselves. Tiger Tail 
himself is daily expected. On his arrival, the par- 
ty will be sent to Tampa under an escort, which is 
required as a security against interruption from the 
Miccasukies. Among the delegation is a nephew 
of Echo-emathia, the principal chief of the Talla- 
hassees. This man was sent out to bring in that 
chief, and has returned with him, his son, and six or 
eight others, who are now at Fort No. 4, near Ce- 
dar Keys. The son has gone out again to bring in 
his father’s brother, but has not yet returned. So 
far, then, as the Tallahassee tribe is concerned, the 
prospects are certainly flattering. A portion of the 
delegation are now in the neighborhood of Peas 
Creek, collecting their brethren, the Seminoles pro- 
per. Seventy or eighty of these had, some time 
since, already collected, and were on their way in, 
but were unfortunately alarmed and dispersed on 
seeing an arined boat’s crew, who were out scout- 
ing. Such assurances have been sent to them, and 
explanations made, as to leave little doubt of their 
coming in now; and they are expected at Char- 
lotte’s harbor in about ten days, where they will be 
met by their chief, Holotoochee, (the principal 
chief of the delegation), who hag promised to bring 
them from Tampa there in a steainboat. 

“The delegation (from Arkansas) has also sent 
to Coachoochee, one of the most active and formi- 
dable of the Miccasukie chiefs, by one of his people, 
(who lately came in with a flag‘of truce and sur- 
rendered himself), in the hope to induce him to 
come in. This Coachoochee has an uncle in the 
delegation, who has sent urgent entreaties to him to 
come and listen to what he has to say.” 

Later. Lieut. colonel Harney has started again, 
in connection with a detachment of officers and 
sailor from lieutenant McLaughlin’s command, and 


sporty of marines, under lieutenants Sloan and 
ilson, for Sam Jones’ camp. They are accom- 
panied by the negro John, who was wounded in the 
former excursion, and an Indian prisoner. 

Captain W. B. Davidson, of the 3d artillery, died 
of the disease contracted in the everglades. 

THE NAVY. 

The United States sloop Concord, commander 
Boerum, bound to the coast of Brazil, dropped 
down to Hampton Roads yesterday morning, and 
will sail first fair wind. 

[Norfolk Beacon, December 28. 

The United States frigate Constitution and the 
United States schooner Shark lett Guyaquil on the 
3d October, all well. 

_ United States sloop St. Louis at Callio, all 
well. 

The United States frigate Macedonian, comman- 
der Jesse Wilkinson, arrived at Pensacola on the 
21st ult. one month from Novfolk. Subsequently 
she exchanged salutes with the French corvette 
Sabine. 

The United States brig Consort lieutenant com- 
mander Powell, arrived at Pensacola on the 23d, 
from St. Josephs, having completed the surveys of 
that harbor, and of Apalachicola. 

The United States steamer Missouri was launch- 
ed at New York on the 7th inst. in handsome style. 

The New York American states that a court 
martial was convened at the navy yard on Monday, 
for the trial of three midshipmen. The court is 
composed of captains Renshaw, Perry, Cooper, 
Salter; commanders Paulding, Williamson, McIn- 


tosh, McCluney and Sands. John McKeon, judge 
advocate. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 

“THE FAITH OF THE sTATeEs.” In a para- 
graph on this subject the Cincinnati Republican 
utters the following commendable sentiments: 

We feel an honest pride at the noble stand which 
our countrymen have taken on this subject. The 
purpose is fixed all over the land never to violate the 
Jaith of the states. A few bold and unprincipled 
men, reckless of obligation, and regardless of duty, 
have dared to defend an opposite action. But such 
conduct has been repelled bythe nation. In an 
hour of distress and darkness, when no aid was 
looked for, and hardly a hope of relief was felt, the 
states, as one inan, have declared that their faith 
should remain unbroken. Let all doubts on this 
subject be now dispelled. This people are faithful, 
and the states will always prove their fidelity by 
meeting fully and promptly whatever engagements 
they may make. Not one of them will forfeit its 
word, or dishonor its name. 


That portion of the union, which is bounded west 
by the Mississippi, north by the Great Lakes, east 
by the Alleghany river, and south by the river 
Ohio, contains at present nearly four millions of in- 
habitants. The remainder of the great valley of 
the Mississippi, is believed to contain about four 
millions more. 

MAINE. 

According to the official account, the vote at the 
late congressional election in Oxford district was 
as follows:—Long, (W.) 3,687, Littlefield, (V. B.) 
4,399, scattering, 732. ‘The 18th inst. is appointed 
for another trial. 


Governor. The legislature of Maine are examin- 
ing the returns: the contest is very close between 
the two governors. Kent, it is understood, accord- 
ing to the Boston papers, leads Fairfield a few votes, 
but there being about 100 scattering votes no choice 
inay have been made. In that case the legislature 
will elect a governor who will assuredly be Edward 
Kent. 


VERMONT. 

Fugitive slaves in Vermont. The legislature of 
Vermont, has passed an act regulating the proceed- 
ings on claims for runaway slaves. Its tnost im- 
portant provisions are, says the Boston Traveller, 
that the claim must, in all cases, be passed upon 
by a jury—that ifthe decision is against the claim- 
ant, the alleged slave shall never again be molested 
upon the same claiin, and any subsequent arrest, 
or removal of the alleged slave out of the state, 
under any process whatever, shall be punished as 
kidnapping—that the state’s attorney shall appear 
for the alleged slave, receiving bis compensation 
from the state—that the alleged slave shail be en- 
titled to subpenas without charge—that the claim- 
ant, before his claim is ascertained, shall give a 
bond to the state, in the penal sum of $1,000, con- 
ditioned to pay all costs and expenses, justly char- 
ble upon him, two dollars a week for the support 
of the alleged slave while in custody, and one hun- 
dred dollars, to the alleged slave, besides his da- 
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inages, if the claim is not sustained—and finally, 


ber frown Boston. 





ee 
that any attempt to remove any alleged slave win 
out the authority of law shall be punished With 
fine of $500 to the party aggrieved, and impris 

ment in the state prison for not more than ten sear 


[ Pilot, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The legislature of this state assembled Weg), 
day morning in the state house, at Boston, 7," 
house of representatives was called to order at ll 
o’ciock, A. M. by Isaac P. Davis, the senior mem 

George Ashman, of Springgfielj 
was elected speaker, on the second ballot, an/ 1, 
ther S. Cushing re-elected clerk. The senate y., 
organized by the re-election of Daniel V. Kj 
president, and Charles Calhoun, clerk, witho 
position. 

Election. Tenth congressionat district. No men 
ber of congress having been chosen in this district 
at the late elections, a new trial took place op Mon. 
day, which resulted in the choice of Nathanie| p 
Borden, whig, over Henry Williams, V. B. the pres 
sent incumbent, by the following vole: Borde, 
4,320; Williams 3,730; scatlering 202. 

Mr. Borden’s plurality over Mr. Williams, it wij 
be seen, is 590—his majority over every thing jg 
388. The majority against Williams is 792. 

Mr. Parmenter, of Middlesex district, is the op) 
Van Buren member in the Massachusetts delega. 
tion to the next congress. 

Mr. Borden was a member of the last or 25: 
congress, and constituted one of those who hay. 
been called conservaiives. 

The vote had stood thus on the first trial: Borde, 
4,991; Williams 4,995; scattering 73. 

NEW YORK. 

Legislature. The legislature of New York ine 
at Albany on Tuesday. P. B. Porter, jr. (W, 
of Niagara county, was elected speaker of th 
house. Lieutenant governor Bradish took the chai 
in the senate. 


© Wag 
Dg, ag 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

The legislature met at Harrisburg on the Sth ins, 
In the senate there was but one absentee, on th 
call to order, at 3 o’clock, P. M. On motion of M;, 
Strohm, the senate proceeded to the election of, 
speaker, when Charles B. Penrose, of Cumberiani, 
(whig) was elected on the first ballot. ‘The vote 
was, for Penrose 18; Kingsbury, (V. B.) 7; Snyder 
3; scattering 4. On being conducted to the chair 
by Messrs. Kingsbury and Snyder, Mr. Penrox 
made a feeling and eloquent address, 

In the house, also, every member was preset 
except one, who was absent on account of indis 
position. After the roll bad been called, the hous, 
on motion of Mr. Crabb, proceeded to the electia 
of aspeaker. On the first ballot, the vote was {x 
Ner Middleswarth, (W.) 48; Richard Broadhea(, 
(V. B.) 48; scattering 2. A second ballot was im 
mediately held, which resulted as follows—Mit 
dleswarth, (W.) 48; Fienniken, (V. B.) 48; sci 
tering, 3. No one having a majority of the whol 
uumber, a third ballot was had, which resulted 
the choice of William A. Crabb, ( W.) of Philadel 
phia, as the speaker. The vote was, for Crabl, 
53; Middleswarth 44; scattering, 2. The V. 3 
members to the number of 48. supported Mr. Cralt 
in a body, and with the aid of five whigs, that ger 
tleman appears to have been elecied over Mr. Mit 
dieswarth, the regular whig candidate. 

Bank of the United Slates. Philadelphia, Mo 
day, January 4th, 1841. At a stated meeting d 
the stockholders of the bank of the United State 
SAMUEL BRECK was called to the chair, and Jos! 
Gratz appointed secretary. 

The president of the bank then submitted a 
read to the meeting the report of the dividend co 
wittee, and also submitted a detailed statemel! 
the bank in a printed form. ; 

On motion, resolved that the said report subs 
ted by the president be accepted. Which was® 
ried. 

Mr. Lentz offered the following: 

Resolved, That hereafter no allowance or preset 
shall be made by the directors to any officer o! olbe 
persons employed by this institution. p 

When the following was offered by Mr. Kenn 
as a substitute: ; 

Resolved, That the present policy of the direc!” 
of this bank in contracting its business and retrent 
ing its expenses, meet the approbation of the stot 
holders, and its continuance is recommended. 

Which was unanimously carried. 7 

The following was offered by Mr. Joshua » 
pincott: ’ da a 

Resolved, That a committee of six be appr, 
to examine into the details of the reports subm!” 
to the stockholders this day. 


Resolved, That the meeting appoint the com™ 


tee. 
Whereupon the following stockholders were! 
minated and appointed: Joshua Lippincott, 
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reduction of expenses, 
eneral satisfaction. 


Thomas P. Cope, Charles Massey, Rich- 
David Kirkpatrick. 

hat the committee be authorised to fill 
which may occur therein. 

hat the meeting now adjourn to meet 
first Monday in April, at 10 


lace on the 
SAMUEL BRECK, chairman. 


says: ‘In the course of the proceed- 
ent of the bank, Thomas Dunlap, 
ade some explanatory remarks in relation to 
which appeared to give 
The resolution approv- 
the recent course of the directors, was pass- 
It may be well enough to men- 
that in introducing a more economical 
nistration of the affairs of the 
“stitution, Mr. Dunlap commenced by proposing a 
reduction on his own salary of 25 per cent. : 
A considerable number of stockholders were in 
ttendance, and after the official statement had been 
ead by the president, and one or two explanatory 
»marks had been made, every thing passed off with 
ntire harmony, and the general proceedings ap- 
eared to inspire a feeling of confidence and satis- 
We indulge a hope that from this time for- 
ward, the condition of the bank will continue to im- 
prove, and its resources to accumulate.” 
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12,187,111 10 


Stocks on hand at Bank U. S. viz: 
State loans 

City loans 

Bank stocks, viz: 

Morris canal and banking 

company 961,380 00 
Banks in Natchez, Miss. 465,700 00. 
“© Grand Gulf, * 205,300 00 
“ Vicksburg, “ 120,855 55 
‘* Other places, * 40,800 00 


«© New Orleans 333,800 00 
ss = Louisiana 99,200 00 
ss = Tennessee 228,100 00 
« Other states 169,865 00 





Texas‘ bonds and treasury notes 

Incorporated companies for public 
and other improvements located in 
Pennsylvania, viz: 

Loan to Cumberland Valley 


vail road 441,000 00 
Danville and Pottsville rail 
road 117,083 33 


Sandy and Beavercanal 647,011 17 
Philadelphia, Wilmington 

and Baltimore rail road 152,500 60 
Williamsport and Elmira 

rail road 350,000 00 
Union canal 247,300 91 
Stock of Reading rail road 208,800 00 
Stock and loan to Liitle 

Schuylkill Navigation 

rail road and Coal co. 960,792 80 
QOiher companies 871,346 74 





Located in other states: 
Loan to N. York, Boston 

and Providence rail road 501,592 76 
Delaware and Chesapeake 

canal 375,893 30 
Other companies 370,350 00 





Bank United States stock, balance 
| unsold, 24,714 shares 

On hand at agency, New Orleans 

On hand at agency in London, viz: 


Indiana 5 per cents. 162,000 00 
Maryland5 * 179,000 00 
Iilinois 6 se 33,000 00 
Michigan6 * 272.000 00 
Ohio state stocks 4,000 00 
Ohio Life and Trust com- 

pany’s bonds 1,000,000 00 
Farmers Loan and Trust 

company’s bonds 234,000 00 
American Life and Trust 

company’s bonds 627,555 56 
Reading rail road 411,111 11 
Texas bonds 184,204 71 





Deposited as security for loans in Eu- 
rope, Viz: 

Pennsylvania 5 percents 5,117,906 16 
Mississippi 5 per cents 3,086,000 00 
Maryland 5 -* 400,000 00 
Indiana b.. 8 596,000 00 
Michigan 6 ‘* 3,583,000 00 
[llinois 6 ee 1,368,000 00: 
Farmers Loan and Trust 





On hand with R. Alsop and J. A. 

Brown, special agents: 
Pennsylvania 5 per cents 1,160,000 00 
Camden and Amboy rail 

road bonds §22,222 22 
Hazleton coal company 231,481 48 
Philadelphia, Wilmington 

and Baltimore railroad 811,111 11 





Pennsylvania 5 per cents 
Special loan to commonwealth 


Bonds and mortgages, at 


$80,988 %2 
172,625 00 


2,633,000 55 
137,015 43 


8,995,834 95 


1,247,836 06 


2,471,400 00 
56,744 00 


3,109,871. 37 


bonds 300,000 00 
— 14,450,609 16 


——. 2,724,814 81 
16,487 21 
271,000 00 





Reat estate. 
Bank United States 1,328,339 74 
Agency, Boston 1,275 00 
New York 245,802 59 
Washington 6.559 98 
Georgia 
Mobile 1,258,067 99 
New Orleans 19,334 84 
Louisville 14,875 53 
Pittsburg 16,034 03 
Erie 13,000 00 
Cincinnati 145,671 03 


$31,665.553 66 


Brg houses. 
333,015 14 


21,847 06 
20,000 00 
132,719. 37 


27.369 72 
78,761 51 





8,048,960 73 





9,799,800 53] 





613,712 80 





Bank United States 650,557 98 





Agency, New York 89,348 33 
Mobile 80,000 00 
819,906 31 
Balances with agencyin London,and 
Paris and Amsterdain bankers 678,195 41 
Foreign bills of exchange 557,847 75 
Bonus for charter, 26 years 2,600,000 00 


Due by state banks, viz: to Bank U. 


States: 


N. American Trust and 


Banking company 357,000 00 


Banks in Natchez, Miss. 2,683,982 32 


« Vicksburg ‘ 1,429,166 74 


Gas Light and Banking 


company 2,151,799 44 
Banks in Florida 436,298 86 
Other banks $95,425 89 


Bonds of Planters’ bank 550,000 60 
To office and agencies 711,126 98 





8,714,800 28 





70,585,868 75 
Notes of state banks, on 

hand at Bank U. States 237,912 38 

Agency, New York 469,528 37 

New Orleans 237,805 90 

Other offices and agencies 202,855 28 

1,148,101 93 





Specie on hand at Bank 
United States 1,394,373 61 
Agency, New York 330,713 46 
New Orleans 335,148 87 
Other officesand agencies 111,487 03 
vee 2171,722 97 


Resulting balance, being items of 
account outstanding between the 
bank, the offices and agencies 697,428 99 








$74,603,142 46 


Liabilities of the Bank of the United States, Decem- 
ber 21st, 1840. 
Circulation late and pre- 








sent bank 9,336,000 90 
Post notes 1,887,658 09 
11,228,658 99 
Dividends unclaimed 81,386 80 


Loans in Europe, due in 
1841, 38,773,947 79 


Do. 1842, 3,912,465 28 
Do. 1845, 4;000,000 00. 
Do. 1847, 888,888 90° 





12,575,801 97 
Bonds in Europe, due in 
1842, 253,333 33: 











Do. 1843, 248,888 89 
502,222 22 
Bond to the U. States, 
principal and interest 2,522,968 08 
Paid on account* 1,889,324 25 
633,643 83 
Gaurantee of Planters’ bank 
bonds, due in 1841, 238,000 00 
Do. 1842, 812,000 00. 
650,000 00 


Guarantee to state of Mi- 

ehigan, due in 1841, 856,875 00 
Do. 1842, 901,875 00 
Do. 1843, 186,000 00. 
1,944,750 00 





Due to state banks, viz: 
City banks 8,453,300 77 
Distant banks 2,880,920 55 


—~ 6,334,221 32 
Due to depositors, at Bank 
United States 1,536,086 19 
Agency, New York 832,936 50 
New Orleans 1,125,608 96 
Other offices and agencies 169,722 85 
— 3,164,354 50 


36,959,539 63 
Capital stock $5,000,000 00 














71,959,589 63 
Surplus 2,643,602 83 





$74,603,142 46 
Report of the dwidend commiitee. The committee 
appointed on the 31st ultimo, to inquire whether 
any, and ifany, what dividend for the last six months 
should be declared out of the profits of the Bank of 
the United States, report— 
That from the statement herewith submitted, 
marked (A), it will appear that the amount of pro- 
fits arising from discounts, exchange, interest and 





*The funds for this balance have been advanced, but 





3,662,673 53 


the youchers are not vet received. 
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other sources, during the last six months, is one mil- 
lion two hundred thousand four hundred and twen. 
ty-nine dollars and eighty-nine eents 1,200,429 $9 
The current expenses of the bank for 

its officers and agencies for the same 


period amounting to 138,859 97 





Peing deducted will leave 1,061,569 92 
To this 2m >unt must be added balance 

remaining to credit of profit and loss 

as reported by the last dividend 


committee, amounting to 2,404,056 49 





Making together 

From which is to be deducted the sum 
of 1,308,564 89 

Being for interest on loans in Europe 
and on bond to the U. States, loss 
on foreign exchange, expenses on 
losns, and cost of specie and specie 
funds, 

Leaving the sum of 

From which is also to be deducted the 
semi-annual appropriation for the 
extinguishinent of the bonus 


3,465,626 41 


2,157,061 52 


100,000 00 





Leaving the aggregate nett profits of 
the banks 
The committee further report— 
That the statement herewith submitted marked 
(B), exhibits the last return of suspended debt and 
real estate with an estimate of the probable loss 
thereon, and an account of the interest due on the 
same. ‘The statement C, presents a comparative 
view of these several subjects, and the statement D, 
resents the state of the contingent fund to meet the 
osses of the bank. From these several statements 
it will appear that the anm.ount of the contingent 
fund is 6,505,281 88 
From which deduct the losses charge- 
able to the same 
standing on the books of the bank 
including the losses at Philadelphia 
and those transferred from the office 
of the late bank. 


2,057,061 52 


5,790,630 57 





Leaving to credit of contingent fund 714,651 31 





And that the estimated probable loss 
on the suspended debt and real es- 
tate is 

To which must be added the losses at 
offices and agencies, not transferred 
to the books at Philadelphia 


4,930,640 57 


727,855 99 





; 5,658,496 56 
From which may be deducted the in- 
terest on that part of the suspended 


debt, estimated good 512,125 87 





Leaving an estimated probable loss of 5,146,370 69 
On submitting this statement the committee of- 
fered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time to 
declare a dividend on the capital stock of this bank. 
Bank of the United States, Jan. 2, 1841. 
(Signed) M. NEWKIRK, 
LEWIS WALN, 
JAMES MARTIN, 
ROBERT TAYLOR, 
RICHARD PRICE. 
Bank of the United Siates, Jan. 5, 1841. 
At an election, held according to law on the 4th 
instant, for twenty stockholders to serve as directors 
for the present year, the following gentleinen were 
duly chosen, viz: 
homas Dunlap, 
James Martin, 
J. B. Mclivaine, 
George Handy, 
Thomas Fleming, 
Robert Ralston, 
Robert Taylor, 
Lawrence Lewis, 
P. L. Laguerenne, Jonathan Roberts, 
Wm. M. Meredith, William Ayres. 
And at a meeting of the directors held last even- 
ing, T. DUNLAP, esq. was re-elected president. 
A. LARDNER, cashier. 
Bank of the United States. We this morning lay 
before our readers the semi-annual proceedings of 
the stockholders of the United States bank. It was 
deemed expedient not to declare a dividend, but 
the doings of the president and board of directors 
were unanimously approved. In the course of the 
roceedings it became necessary for the president, 
Mr. Dunlap, to address the stockholders, and we 
are gratified in saying that his remarks met the ap 
robation of all present. In the progress of the late 
reduction of salaries in that institution, it seems 
that the president proposed the reduction of twenty- 


Maithew Newkirk, 
Richard Price, 
John Hewwphiil, 
Samuel Jaudon, 
James Robertson, 
Harmar Denny, 
John Steele, 

John C. Boyd, 








five per cent. of bis own salary; so that there has 
been a general abatement of compensation of all the 
officers of the bank. The president submitted a 
report made by a committee, which he had ordered 
to be printed for the inspection of all who attended, 
containing a detailed exhibit of the actual condition 
of the institution. Welearn with pleasure that the 
old officers were last evening re-elected. It is de- 
sirable that the president shall superintend the ope- 
rations of the bank till it is restored to its former 
flourishing condition, which, we trust, will be the 
case before a very great lapse of time. 
[Phtladelphia Sentinel. 

The Philadelphia North American says: “We 
learn that Mr. Biddle, the late president of the 
bank, came to the election a few minutes before 3 
o’clock, and by means of proxies held by him voted 
in four directors, in lieu of four on the regular ticket. 
Our informant believes that this act of the late pre- 
sident was without the concurrence or knowledge 
of the present officers of the bank. The following 
are the gentlemen whose names were on the regu- 
lar ticket, and whose election was defeated by Mr. 
Biddle’s proxies: Samuel N. Lewis, A. J. Lewis, 
Hugh Campbell, Jacob Lakes. The gentlemen 
elected in their places are Samuel Jaudon, Richard 
Price, John Hemphill, James Robertson. 

Bicknell’s Reporter states that this bank has ob- 
tained a loan in London of $3,000,000, which will 
enable then to resume and maintain specie pay- 
ments. 

The same paper estimates the loss of the Bank of 
the U. States, according to their exhibit, (stocks, 
&e. at market price), to be $17,345,955 05—but 
the value of the assets they think will improve as 
business revives. 

In reference to the directors, the same paper says, 
the new board is composed, generally speaking of 
men of first rate character. ‘The majority are said 
to be perfectly independent, and we have heard 
some of them express a solemn determination to do 
every thing in their power to benefit the stockhold- 
ers and reinspire public confidence. One plan that 
has been talked of is to cut down the stock to its 
real value, by an act of the legislature, and then to 
permit the institution to do business on a reduced 
capital, and to pay dividends on that capital. In 
short, to make a liberal allowance for bad debts 
and probable losses, and tocommence on a new and 
a better system. A change of officers is also talk- 


ed of. 
MARYLAND. 

U. S. Senator. We noticed the election of Jno. 
Lreeps KERR, esq. by a joint vote of 70 to 19 blank 
ballots and three scattering, in a former Register. At 
the caucus held the evening before the election, 
there were four candidates voted for and four ballot- 
ings occurred, as follows: 


ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. 
General Emory, 19 16 16 1 
John Leeds Kerr, 25 27 30 41 
Henry Page, 28 29 30 33 
Jas. A. Pearce, 3 3 


The contest was between gentlemen all of whom 
were highly esteemed, and when the result was as- 
certained the utmost cordiality was expressed. 

Mr. Kerr was detained by indisposition for some 
days but has we believe recovered so far as to repair 
tu the seat of government. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Legislature. The following resolutions were 
adopted at the last session of the legislature of this 
stale. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this legislature, 
a bank chartered by the United States, and whose 
notes are made receivable in the payment of the 
public dues, is contrary to the spirit and intent of 
the constitution; is not warranted by any express 
grant of power to congress; and is unnecessary and 
impolitic. 

Resolved, That the collection of the revenue of the 
United States in gold and silver coin is strictly con- 
stitutional; and well calculated to preserve a sound 
circulating medium; and the keeping of the public 
moneys in the treasury of the United States, instead 
of entrusting them to the custody of any incorpo- 
rated company is in conforinity to the provisions of 
the constitution. 

Resolved, That the power given to congress, to 
lay and collect taxes, duties and imposts, does not 
authorise congress to cojlect money, except for re- 
venue, and that a tariff to protect the industry of 
one portion of the community at the expense of any 
other, is a violation of the spirit and letter of the 
constitution of the United States, and when such a 
case occurs the several states will decide for them- 
selves the mode and measure of redress. 

Resolved, That the general principles and policy 
of the administration of Martin Van Buren, are ap- 
proved by this legislature, and are well calculated 


and just protection of the rights of every 
thus avoiding the necessity of any state resorting 4, 
her own means of self-defence, to secure ypj ig 
ed her institutions and her rights. mpa. 
Resolved, That the state bas seen with great 
tisfaction, the steady and consistent adheren, i 
her senator, John C. Calhoun, to the weij "tpg 
avowed, and matured principles of the state 0” 
they accord to him their deliberate and stron i 
proval, for vindicating and upholding the sete 
and well known doctrines of the state from aD 
he holds his high commission. “a 
Resolved, That the people of this state hay 
to congratulate themselves, that the party feug 
which lately weakened the vigor of its counsels 
have happily ceased, and South Carolina now p, ; 
sents to the enemies of her policy and peace a 
present an undivided front; and is prepared, as sh 
is resolved, to repel, by all proper means, every q ; 
gression upon her rights, as a sovereign repibjj. 
the instant that aggression is attempted. ; 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to trans. 
mit copies of the foregoing report and resolutions j, 
our senators and representatives in congress with 
instructions to subinit them to that body. 

GEORGIA. 

It is stated, though with a little room for doubt 
in the Milledgeville Journal of the 5th instant, tha 
governor McDonald has refused his signature to the 
bill which passed both houses by decided majorities 
to quarantine vessels frown Maine, as a means 
of enforcing satisfaction for the refusal of that 
state to deliver up certain fugitives from jus. 
tice. The Journal says: “We presume the gover. 
nor has vetoed the bill,” &e.; and more positively 
atterwards—*Our object is to apprise our friends 
that the veto power has been exercised and that 
this bill is not the law of the land.” 

OHIO. 

The message of governor Shannon to the legisla. 
ture, gives a luminous account of the financial af. 
fairs of the state. He says the total amount of tie 
state debt is $14,809,447. The amount that will 
be required to complete the public works now un- 
der way, is estimated at $2,438,000. The amount 
of revenue for the year which closed on the 30th 
November, is $396,498; the disbursements of the 
year less than this $11,407. The present school 
fund amounts to $286,200. The receipts from the 
national road during the year were $51,442; the 
payments less than this $60. “he amount of tolls, 
fines and water rents on the several public works, 
after deducting the cost of repairs, and superinten- 
dence, and awards of damages, was $353,781. This 
is an increase over the receipts of last year, of 
$21,269. 
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POLITICAL. 

SENATOR BENTON’s LETTER. The following 
letter appears in the St. Louis Argus, since the 
editor has placed the name of Mr. Van Buren again 
at the head of its editorial column, as a candidate for 
re-election. 

Senate chamber, Dec. 6. 1840. 

Dear srr: I am glad to see that you have hoisted 
the Van Buren flag for 1844. ‘This is the third 
time since the commencement of our government, 
that the democracy have been defeated in a pres!- 
dential election, and 1 think the party should do 
now as it has done heretofore, and immediately 
take up their defeated candidate, and move forward 
with him without division and without faltering. 
This is the way the democracy acted in 1796, when 
Mr. Jefferson was defeated by the elder Adams, 
and in 1824 when general Jackson was defeated by 
Mr. John Quincy Adams. In each of these cases 
the democracy instead of wasting their time In valu 
regrets, or weakening themselves with divisions, 
immediately took up their defeated candidate, ap- 
plied themselves to his proper presentation before 
the public, aid carried him triumphantly throug 
1 am for following the same cunrse now, and can 
see no reason for an hour's delay. For one, I am 
for Mr. Van Buren against the world, and that 
npon a full view and a full approbation of his con 
duet, public and private for twenty years past. 
want no better candidate, no better president, 0 
better man. J want no fairer trial for the demo- 
cracy, than a second contest in his person will a 
ford. The late election I do not regard as settling 
the question of party supremacy. It is agreat he 
tory for the federalists, and a great defeat for om 
democracy, but the lines were not fairly draw? © A 
tween them, and I require a new trial before I ¢@ 
surrender the democratic cause. I wantanew ble 
in the person of our defeated and irreproachab! 
candidate, and look for the same result in his et 
which the democracy of former days found in t 
second trial of Mr. Jefferson and general Jackson. 


Yours truly, THOMAS H. BENTON. 





to preserve the perpetuity of the union, by an equal 


Moses Pawson, esq. 
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_ 
THE NAVY PENSION FUND. 
In house of representatives, December 28. 

The house being in committee of the whole on the 
state of the union on the bill appropriating $151,352 
«for the payment of pensions and half pay chargea- 
ple on the navy pension fund,” and Mr. F. Thomas 
having explained the objects of the bill. 

Mr. Adams said that the first question he had to 
ask the chairman of the committee on naval affairs 
(Mr. Thomus) was, whetber this sum of $150,000 
or more, recommended to be appropriated for this 
object by the special message of the president of the 
[United States, was included in the estimates of the 


year? 
“ Mr. Thomas. 


formed. . . 

Mr. 4dams continued. It was not iu the esti- 
mates; yet, according to the principles laid down 
by the president of the United States himself, it 
should be there. He (Mr. A.) had read in the re- 
cent message of the president, and in the report of 
the secretary of the treasury upon thie finances, an 
exceedingly earnest recommendation to congress to 
make no appropriations but such as were in the es- 
timates; and yet, within a week after these homilies 
against national debts and this urgent recoimmenda- 
tion or dictation to the two houses of congress not to 
make any appropriations but what were in the esti- 
mates, here wasa special message asking $150,000 
or more, not one cent of which was in the estimates. 
That was sufficient for the present on that point, 

But it was not his intention to oppose the passage 
of the bill, nor to make the question which the chair- 
man of the committee on naval affairs (Mr. Tho- 
mas) supposed he (Mr. A.) would make—whether 
the secretary of the navy had or had not misconstrued 
the act of 1837. He desired, however, that that act 
might be read. 

And the clerk having read it accordingly — 

Mr. A. continued. By this act the government 
ofthe United States had been saddled with a per- 
manent national debt. That was another of the 
things against which, theoretically speaking, the 
president of the United States, in his message, and 
the secretary of the treasury, in his report on the 
finances, had formally and gravely exhorted the two 
houses toguard. Here was a national debt—a per- 
manent national debt—as permanent as the lives 
of any of the persons described in the bill as en- 
titled to call upon the treasury for the money 
which it was provided should be paid to them; 
and for the payment of a part of that national 
debt congress was at this time call: d upon to ap- 
propriate $150,000, not included in the estimates; 
and that letter from the secretary of the treasury to 
the president, calling for the appropriation of ‘this 
sun of money, was dated December the first, before 
he made his annual report, in which he recommend. 
ed that there should be no appropriation made by 
congress, except such as was recommended in the 
estimates. 

This was not all. He (Mr. A.) had not the do- 
cument before him—for he had not expected that 
this matter would have been brought up to-day—but 
there was a document which he should have before 
this appropriation was made, and which was neces- 
sary In order fo present this case in its proper light. 
There was a document of this house, not more than 
three years old, from which it appeared that the sum 
of $1,200,000 of this navy fund— 

(Mr. Thomas here rose and said that he had that 


document, and would send for it and have it read at 
the clerk’s table]. 


Mr. Adams continued. 


I believe not, so far as I am in- 


) ; Very well; he would be 
glad to have it read. Upwards of $1,200,000 in the 
year 1337, constituting that fund, had been accumu- 
lating fora number of years. What had become of 
if the fund was exhausted? It was wasted—it 
Was gone, And what was it gone for? Gentlemen 
Would tell the house that it had gone to pay those 
Pensioners not provided for by the 8th and 9th sec- 
lons of the act which had been read—the act of 1800; 
mi to provide for the payment of others, their wives 
7 ee and their cousins, uncles and aunts, for 
- he knew—provided for by the act of 1837. 
ee gone. Now, he wished gentlemen who were 
af much attached to the economies of the present 
ninistration, to make a little comparison between 
B39 ution ofthe fund now and its condition in 
» Wane the sum of $1,200,000 had accumulat- 
re eet ae interest of which all the pensions de- 
M ed in the act of 1800 were to have been paid. 
| bres pace of three little years, this fund of 
ne 000 (carrying an interest of $70,000) was 
heres gone—absoi bed—not a dollar of it left. Yes: 
$18. cane Suine stafe stocks, to be sure; about 
wea tet or less; but they were unsaleable; and it 
ate they were ansaleable that this appro- 
of say in part, was wanted. How came this act 
te * to have passed congress? Because he saw, 
® ground taken by the chairinan of the coin- 


)he thought the opinion of that officer would not dif- 


mittee on naval affairs, that it was congress that had 
been guilty of this waste of the public money; the 
president had nothing to do with it—the administra- 
tion had nothing todo with it. How, he asked, was 
this law of 1837 passed? Would the chairman of 
the committee on naval affairs tell the house how it 
had been passed; by whom it had been brought in 
and supported; and in what manner it had been car- 
ried through both houses of congress? Ifhe would, 
we should then hear whether it came from whigs; or 
from economists, retrenchers, and reformers. 

{[Mr. Thomas here expressed himself willing to 
reply to this portion of Mr, A’s remarks. ] 

Mr, Adams continued. He had a few words 
more tosay, and as the gentleman might probably 
find something else to reply to, he (Mr. A.) might 
as well go on. 

The money, he repeated, was gone; and here was 
a public debt, because he held that, by the law of 
1837, congress had contracted a sacred debt; and he 
held buta very small opinion in favor of that bill, 
which the gentleman (Mr. Thomas) had said he in- 
tended to bring in to break the public faith. That 
faith had been pledged by the act of 1837; and now 
the gentleman wished to comein and say, we have 
exhausted this fund, and we will cheat those to 
whom we made the pledge. No; he (Mr. A.) would 
not give his consent to repeal that Jaw nor to reduce 
the number of pensioners. The faith of the govern- 
ment had been pledged, and pledged, too, for services 
rendered by these individuals or their relatives. 
When the act of 1837 was before congress, then was 
the time to have inquired whether these persons 
were fairly entitled to such a pension—whether con- 
gress was bound to provide for widows and children, 
and for relatives in the seventh degree, (for aught he 
knew). But that was not now the inquiry. He 
thought that, by looking at the journals, gentlemen 
would see that the bill was passed through under the 
previous question, or something of that kind. He 
was in the house, but he could not say how it pass- 
ed. He was not conscious of it; and the discussion 
must have been put down in the way in which such 
things were usually done in this house—by clapping 
the previous question upon it. No questions were 
asked: and that was the way in which the bill pass- 
ed. He did not think he could teil the whole story; 
but he thought it very probable that there were those 
in this house who could tell if they would, and who 
could tell what private interests were provided for 
init. He had not been able to look quite far enough 
behind the curtain to know these things, but he 
knew that the bill was passed in a way quite com- 
mon since the reign of reform commenced in squan- 
dering away the public treasure. That he affirmed, 
and the chairman of the committee on naval affairs 
would not, he thought, undertake to contradict it. 
So much for that. 

What next? This fund had not all of it been ex- 
pended or wasted even upon the relations of the sea- 
men eniitled to be provided for by the original act of 
1800. This subject had been up before. At the 
commencement of the last session, a report was 
made by the secretary of the navy himself, in his 
annual report on this subject. Probably the chair- 
man of the committee on naval affairs had that do- 
cument also. He (Mr. A ) was desirous of having 
it, but had not been able to procure acopy. And 
here (by way of digression) he commented on the 
difficulty of procuring any of the docuinents of the 
last session. Where the fault lay, whether with 
the printer or others, he knew not; he only knew 
the fact. Nor did he know how the case might be 
with other members. Probably others did things 
by instinct; but, for his own part, upon any subject 
of this kind which had been before congress for fore 
ty years, when an extra appropriation was demand- 
ed at an hour’s notice, he wanted to know what had 
been done in regard to it; he wanted to look back 
and see what action had been taken; and the very 
first thing he wanted in this instance was the report | 
of the secretary of the navy at the last session. 
But it was not to be had. He wanted it, because it 
told a small part of the history of the enaetment of 
the bill of 1837; and although the secretary had not 
said exactly as much as he (Mr. A.) had said, yet 


fer from his own as to the manner in which the act 
was passed. The secretary told something, but not 
all. Nor had he (Mr. A.) told all. But the result 
of all was this—here was a sacred fund of public 
treasure which was laid up, a:nounting, as he said, 
at one time to $1,200,000, all of which was gone— 
scattered to the four winds of heaven. And now, 
instead of paying the pensioners from the interest 
of that fund, congress was called upon to make an 
appropriation to pay them. He did not oppose this 
appropriation, This was a sacred due; it was a 
pledge, and the bill ougl:t to pass before the first of 
January. He would not now have said a word if 





last session. 


He asked that the clerk might read 
four resolutions which he had asked leave to offer at 
the last session, but which leave was refused; and 
he now gave notice that, if the house would let 
him, he intended to offer them again. 
The clerk then read as follows: 
1. Resolved, That the investment in the stocks of 
the several states of this union of funds held by the 
government of the United States in trust, is, to the 
amount of the sums so invested and of the interest 
thereon, an assumption by the United States, of the 
debts of the said several states, in the event of their 
failure punctually to pay the same. 

2. Resolved, That the purchase, by authority of 
any execulive department of the government of the 
United States, of the bonds of any of the states 
of this union, at their nominal value or with a pre- 
mium thereon, and the subsequent sale of the same 
bonds at discount, is an unwarrantable and wasteful 
dilapidation of the publie funds. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the executive 
government of the United States to require of the 
government of each aiid every state of this union 
in whose stocks investments of the public moneys 
held in trust by the government of the United States 
have been made, punctual payment, in specie or its 
equivalent, of the interest stipulated in the said 
stocks, and repayment of the principal, as soon as 
possible by terms of the contracts upon which such 
stocks have severally been issued, 

4. Resolved, That the further investment of any 
public funds of the United States in stocks of the 
several states ought forthwith to be prohibited by 
law; and that the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to report a bill for that purpose. 

Mr. A.continued. It would beseen that these 
resolutions were directly adverse to the policy which 
had been adopted by the government under the pre- 
sent administration, of employing the trust fund, as 
well as the public funds, of the union, by investing 
them in state stocks and taking state bonds in pay- 
ment for them. He had not yet been able to ascer- 
tain precisely who was the originator of that system. 
He heard all the friends of this administratton speak - 
ing with horror of the idea of the United States be- 
coming responsible for state debts—assuming state 
debts, and: yet state debts had been assumed in that 
form to the amount of millions of dollars by this 
very administration. In the same year of 1837, 
when congress passed an act for depositing with the 
states the sum of forty millions, being the surplus 
then in the treasury, it was proposed to invest the 
whole of that money in state stocks, and thereby 
assume so much of the debts of the states as they 
amounted to. The originator of that proposition in 
another part of this building was the chairman of 
the committee on finance, and in the speech whica 
he made he said that the plan was not his, but that 
it came from the secretary of the treasury; that was 
the plan of the chairman of the comunittee on finance; 
that the forty millions of surplus should be invested 
in state stocks. That project did not then obtain; 
the other project to deposite the money with the 
states was adopted. But there was the foundation 
of the system, and he believed that every dollar of 
state stocks which had since been invested had been 
invested upon that system. At the last session of 
eongress he had offered a resolution calling upon the 
several departinents of the government tostate what 
was the amount of the sums invested in state stocks 
in this manner, and by what authority they were in- 
vested, and at that time the aecrelary of the navy 
returned this answer: 

Navy department, April 9, 1840. 

Sir: In reply to the resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 23d ultimo, directing the se- 
cretary of the navy to report a statement of all the 
sums of money belonging to the navy pension fund 
which have at any time heen invested in stocks of 
the several states, specifying the authority by which 
such investments have been tnade, the dates of stock 
investments, the rates at which the several pur- 
chases of the stocks have been made, and the dates 
and rates at which they have been sold, I have the 
honor to enclose statements, numbered from | to 3, 
which contain an account of the purchase and sale 
of said stocks; and to state that the investments of 
the same were made under the authority of the act 
of congress of April 23, 1800. I have the honor to 
be, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

J. K. PAULDING. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, speaker of house of reps, 
Now, he (Mr. A.) would thank the chairman of 

the committee on naval affairs to point out to bim 

that portion of the act of 1800 which authorised the 
investment of any portion of this fund in state stocks. 

The authority was not to be found in the eiglit or 

nine sections which had been read. There was no 

authority to invest any portion of this fund in state 
stocks; but in the statements which were made in 





this house hai heard him upon the subject at th 


% | consequence of that resolution calling upon the se- 
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cretary of the navy to report, he found the following 

statement: 

A statement showing the several sums of money belong- 
ing to the navy pension fund, which have been at 
different periods vested in stocks of the state of Penn- 
sylvania, and the dates and rales ai which they have 
been sold. 1 





When purchased. Amount. 
1832 $212,659 16 
Cost $243,485 92 

When sold. Amount. At what rate. 
November 8, 1837 $22,530 84 103% 
November 8, 1837 32,469 16 993 
June 1, 1838 2,000 00 1003 
June 2, 1838 7,452 39 1003 
June 4, 1838 11,136 18 1003 
June 4, 1838 1,880 59 1003 
June 4, 1838 $7,530 84 1003 
December 22, 1838 5,000 00 1014 
December 22, 1838 82,469 16 1044 
December 22, [838 10,000 00 1044 





$212,469 16 

So that the loss between the purchases and sales 
would amount to upwards of thirty thousand dollars 
by these two operations of purchasing and selling 
state stocks. 

Then came a statement showing the several sums 
of money vested at different periods in the state 
stocks of Maryland: 
A statement showing the several sums of money be- 

longing to the navy pension fund which have been at 

different periods vested in stock of the state of Ma- 
ryland, and the dates and rates at which they have 
been sold, 








When purchased. Amount. At whal rale 
March, 1832 $42,713 80 1124 
Do. do. 40,000 00 1054 
Do. do. 6,000 00 1074 
Do. do. 4,000 00 1044 
April, 1832 12,500 00 1084 
a. . ae. 4,120 00 1014 
May, 1832 14,000 00 1104 
Do. do. 16,886 92 108}. 
$140,220 72 
When sold. Amount. At what rate. 
August, 1834 $7,000 00 101 
Do. do. 2,500 00 102 
September, 1834 1,500 00 102 
0. do. 4,000 00 102 
Do. do. 5,000 00 102 
October, 1834 2,000 00 1024 
December, 1834 3,000 00 1034 
March, 1835 500 00 106 
April, 1835 500 00 105 
May, 1835 1,000 00 106 
June, 1835 2,200 00 106 
Noveuber, 1835 1,000 00 1034 
December, 1835 2,000 00 1034 
1836 20,000 00 par. 
May, 1836 700 00 par. 
November, 1836 35,000 00 par, 
April, 1839 2,320 72 par. 
Do. do, 50,000 00 993 





$140,220 72 

These ¢Mr. A. said) were premiums given for 
the stocks of the state of Maryland; with their sales 
above par, at par, and below par. — 

Then came a similar statement in relation to pur- 
chases made in stocks of the state of Illinois. 
A statement showing the several sums of money be- 
' longing to the navy pension fund which have been al 

different periods vested in stocks of the state of Illi- 

nois, and the dates and rates at which they have 

been sold. 


urchased. Amount. At what raie. 

ad tte 17, 1838 100,000 00 106 
When sold. Amount. At what rate. 

July 6, 1839 13,000 00 99 
August 19, 1839 17,000 00 974 
December 28, 1839 20,000 00 634 

Do. do. 25,000 00 63 
Do. do. 10,000 00 G23 
Do. do. 10,000 00 624 
Do. do. 5,000 00 624 





$100,000 00 

Now, these were not the only sums which had 
been purchased and sold in the same way. Sums 
awounting he thought, to four or five millions of 
dollars, had been similarly invested. And now 
what did the secretary of the navy tell us? That all 
these stocks were greatly depreciated in value, and 
that some of them were how altogether unsaleable. 

He (Mr. A.) was obliged to make his observa- 
tions in a desultory manner, because he was quite 
unprepared. But some of his friends had had the 


goodness to obtain for him the report of the secretary 
of the navy to the last session of congress, and 
which, he had said, he could not obtain. He wished 
the clerk to read a few paragraphs. 

The clerk then read as follows; 

“Act of March 3, 1857, grants pensions to the 
widows, and, if no widows, to the children under 
twenty-one years of age, of all officers, seamen and 
marines, who ‘have died, or may hereafter die, in 
tne naval service,’ to be paid from ihe dates of the 
deaths, and to be half-pay of the navy, as such pay 
was on the Ist of January, 1835. It provides that 
pensions already granted, or to be granted, to inva- 
lids, shall be paid from the time when they were 
disabled; and it repeals all laws inconsistent with it- 
self. This most comprehensive act has, in the sho:t 
space of (wo years, distributed to navy pensiouers 
more money than was required by the operation of 
all the other navy pension laws during the period of 
nearly forty years. Its future effect is beyond esti- 
mate. 

“Pensions to invalids of the army, and to the wi- 
dows and children of those killed in the army, have 
not been so lavishly bestowed as in the navy; and 


So long as the fund thus created shall last, the rea- 
son will be satisfaciory; but when the fund shall be 
extiausted, (as it must be in two years, and probably 
in less time), and congress shail find it necessary to 
make large appropriations out of the public treasury 
on this account, the reason of the difference will 
cease. It will then be extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to refuse to the army a pension law si- 
milar to the act of March 3, 1837, for the navy. It 
must be noticed that this act allows pensions to the 
widows of all persons who ever died, or shall die, in 
the navy, to be paid to them from the dates of the 
deaths, until they shall die or marry; and, if no wi- 
dows, then to the children under twenty-one years 
old. Should the deaths occur in violation of duty, 
or even by sentence of a court martial, still the wi- 
dows and children are eutitled to pensions under this 
law. The pensions already vested and granted by 
this act will, in two years, perhaps sooner, exhaust 
the fund; and this must be the result even if the act 
were repealed to-day; fur such repeal cannot reach 
tiie pensions already granted and vested by the act. 
The public faith is pledged by act of congress to 
make up the deficiency in the navy pension fund; 
and, as this pledge must soon be redeemed, it is now 
necessary to contemplate the subject. 

‘*The vast importance and consequences of the 
act of 3d March, 1837, will justify a circumstantial 
detail of its history; and that the whole may be fully 
understood, it is proper to state that the naval com- 
mittee of the senate had requested the secretary of 
the navy to prepare a plan for navy pensions. After 
the most careful consideration, he submitted a plan 
which was as liberal as it could be made without 
diminishing the capital of the pension fund. The 
committee reported a bill very nearly in all respects 
according to the plan of the secretary. It passed 
the senate; but, it is believed that, on its third read- 
ing in the house of representatives, about midnight, 
on the 8d of March, 1837, it was most unexpected- 
ly denounced as an extravagant measure, that it 
would destroy the fund, &e. The bill was then 
amended, by striking out all except the enacting 
clause, and inserting what is now the act of March 
3, 1837. This amendment was understood to be 
less expensive than the bill from the senate—that it 
was a retrenchment measure—would save money to 
the fund, &c. 

“This statement is thus particularly made that 
congress may have a complete view of the entire 
subject, and because it is certain that any postpone- 
ment of the matter will create embarrassinents diffi- 
cult tobe removed by any future legislation. The 
department has, so far as possible, in every instance 
limited the disbursements under the act; but, when 
the parties satisfactorily proved their claims under 
the act, the secretary of the navy had no authority 
to refuse payment. 

“The systein has expanded fo its present extent 
through the legislation of congress; and doubtless 
that honorable body will adopt such course respect- 
ing it as will, under all the circumstances, best re- 
deem their pledge of the public faith, without afford- 
ing any just cause of coinplaint to the parties inter- 
ested.” 

Mr. A. continued. He had had these extracts 
read to show the house that no fault could be im- 
puted to the secretary of the navy, at the com- 
mencement of the last congress, on the ground of not 
having informed this house what was the condition 
ofthat fund. He (Mr. A.) spent no sinail portion 
of the last session in entreating the house to take up 
this subject. The recommendation was then made 





to take it up imnmediately, in order to arrest this 











bleeding artery. But no; the New Jersey member 
were to be brought into the house at any Sactific., 
but as to the funds of the United States, or their of 
ligations, or the want of means to meet them the 
house had not time to consider or think any thine 
about them. > 

Towards the close of the last session of co 
a message was transinitted by the president, eoye,. 
ing a communication from the secretary of the navy 
suggesting that an appropriation of $50,000 was 5,’ 
cessary to meet the payment of pensions coming due 
onthe Istof July last. The message was sent on 
the 19th of June, and there was in it a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, stating that the sum of 
$50,000 was required to pay pensions coming dye 
on the then Ist of July, and that it was found jn. 
practicable to effect a sale of the stocks belonging tg 
the fund, even at considerable loss, in time to meet 
the payment. What did the house do with tha 
message? It had no titne to consider it; and then jt 
was that he had offered his resolutions. But the 
house would not receive them—would not allow 
them to be read. The time of payment came— 


Ngregs 


-and sacrifices of the stocks were made, which weje 
(he reason of tie difference is said to be, because the ! absolutely indispensable so long as the house would 


navy pension fund was created by the services of the [not make the payment. And that $50,000 was one 
navy, and is not a charge upon the public treasury. tof the demonstrations and reductions from the ex. 


penditures of 1840, about which the president anq 
the secretary of the treasury were congratulating 
themselves and the country. They called for the 
$50,000. 
not appropriated it would be necessary to make great 
sacrifices. Yet the house refused to consider the 
subject at all; and this sum now stood less upon the 
expenditures of the year 1840, and the president and 
secretary came forward and said, “see how much 
less was expended this year than was expended 
last.”” This was one of the items. This was the 
system of economy with which we were so cheer. 
ingly regaled in the message of the president and 
the report of the secretary of the treasury. 

In the report referred to, the statement of the se. 
cretary of the navy was, that the stocks at present 
held by the navy pension fund were: 


City of Cincinnati 5 per cent. $100,000 
City of Washington 5 per cent. 33,338 
Bank of Washington, 14,000 
Union Bank of Georgetown, 11,400 


The nominal value was put at $158,739, and then 
came the note that all these stocks were depreciated 
in value, and that some of them were altogether un- 
saleable. Here, to be sure, were no state debts; but 
he knew that there were debts due from several im- 
portant points of the union. There was $100,000 
in city of Cincinnati 5 per cent. stock. What ope 
ration that had on the elections in the city of Cin 
cinnati_ he would not undertake to say; but we were 
now told that it was unsaleable—good for nothing- 
and that an appropriation of money was wanted to 
supply the amount which that stock should have 
provided for. 

Nor was this all. About the Ist of September, 
1838, the snm of five hundred and nine thousand 
dollars and upwards was deposited in the mint a 
Philadelphia in gold—in mint drops—a sacred trust 
which the United States had accepted upon the 
pledge of their faith to keep it whole, entire, for the 
purposes for which it had been given by a foreigner. 
Within three days, the five hundred and nine thov 
sand dollars were on their way to Arkansas to make 
a bank. Mr. A. (who was here scarcely heard by 
the reporter) was understood to say that the two 
members of the senate and the member of this hous? 
from the state of Arkansas had a quick scent o! le 
moneys that were coming into the treasury. They 
were not as yet coine; and in the bill making app! 
priations for the support of the academy at We 
Point, in the sixth section, upon the last day o! o 
session, under the operation of the previous questi! 
a provision was inserted authorising the presicel 


and the secretary of the treasury to loan te the slat § 


that suin of money when it should come into the 
treasury. “This was three months beforehand, ati 
three days after the money was received, the pi 
was carried into execution. ra 
Now, we had heard of British gold carrying ine 
elections which had just gone off—not in favor ot 
present incumbent of the presidential chair, , 
against him. There he (Mr. A.) put his finger up” 
$509,000 of British gold which contributed, so faras 
it could go, to the re-election of the present exec! 
tive magistrate; and he (Mr. A.) thought he — 
shown the means by which it was done. Go to 
state of Arkansas. The dollars are not there, bY 
they were there, and they were sent there from Qi 
inint of the United States. Here was policy—pi 
found policy--economy—democracy; and all a 
too, accompanied with so great a horror at the a 
of assuming state debts, that the hair of gentle? 
stood on end at the mere mention of the possii 
of such a thing. Was not here a debt of the 


They told the house that if that suin was § 
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— 
of Arkansas of half a million of dollars? Had not 
the general government assuined that debt? Had 
not eanployed trust money? If Arkansas should 
jeclare itself insolvent to-morrow, congress must 

ay the debt; they had assumed it. Arkansas had 
but one representative on this floor. Now, if con- 

ress assumed debts of Arkansas, to create banks or 
any other purpose, what did the rule of justice re- 
quire if the state of New York came here and called 
upon congress to assame her debts and take her 
bonds? wenty millions of dollars! ‘The state of 
New York had a right to come and demand that con- 

ress should take twenty millions of dollars of her 
bonds as a matter of right, congress having done the 
same thing with Arkansas. What would be the rule 
of justice with Pennsylvania? She hada right to 
demand $14,000,000. He could very easily make 
up a sum of two hundred millions, by doing nothing 
more than just carrying out the very principle on 
which the sum of $59,000 of gold—British gold— 
went into the coffers of the state of Arkansas to 
make a bank. 

He had desired a long fitne to say this much to the 
house; and he said it now, although a little out of 
order, because he had never been allowed to say it 
in order. [Laughter]. At the last session the house 
would not hear him upon any thing; and it was that 
consideration which induced him to offer the resolu- 
tions he had read, and which gave something like a 
sample of these things. He offered them after the 
very message calling for $50,000 for this very ob- 
ject had come in. But no, it was not in order, and 
there was a gentleman here who cried out “J object!”’ 
[General laughter]. He (Mr. A.) was not heard 
by the house, but he had now been heard; and he 
hoped that when he should again offer these resolu- 
tions, as he wished to do, they might at least be al- 
lowed to go on the journal as a record, to show that 
such propositions had been offered. Those resolu- 
tions went utterly and entirely against the system of 
purchasing state bonds above par and selling them 
filty or sixty per cent. below par. He said that, so 
far as it went, it was an assumption of state debts; 
and if gentlemen were so averse to the assumption 
of state debts as they professed to be, he hoped they 
would put a stop to this course of things. One of his 
resolutions was to prohibit the purchase in future of 
any state bonds. He considered it not only an ex- 
tremely impolitic and excessively improper mode of 
assuining staie debts, if they must be assumed at all, 
but as being amongst the most corrupting things 
ever done by this governinent. He had specified 
this sale of half a million of dollars of British gold 
to the state of Arkansas; but the same course ot ob- 
servations might be pursued; for that was not the only 
state which had been treated in the same way. He 
wished the whole subject to be looked into, and, 
with the blessing of God, it should be looked into at 
the next session. He did not expect that it would 
be this session. He had, he knew, travelled some- 
what out of the record, and had seized this opportu- 
hity to open to the house, and, so far as he could, to 
the nation, what was the system which had been 
pursued-—in what manner the funds of the nation— 
trust fands—had been, and continued to be, employ- 
ed in the present adiministration—continued, at all 
events, so long as there was an election ahead. 

There was one further question which he wished 
to be considered; that was, to ascertain exactly how 
much permanent, irredeemable debt had been fas- 
tened on this nation by the present administration, 
the head of which and the financier of which said 
that they were opposed to ail national debt. The 
secretary of the treasury had expressly said this 
year that he was opposed to all debts in time of 
peace. Now, that officer was a great friend of Mr. 
Jefferson; and he (Mr. A.) would ask him what he 
thought of $15,009,000 paid for the purchase of 
Louisiana? He would also ask him what he thought 
of $5,000,000 (of borrowed money) paid for the 
purchase of Florida? A gentleman before him [Mr. 
Downing] thought that he [Mr. A.] was a little 
pledged in that; but then it was to be considered 
that he had never pledged himself against a national 
debt. The great secret of all national debts was to 
inake a good bargain; and if an administration did 
that, they would not come here with their homilies 
about national debts. Let them tell us they were 
against a national debt when it was against the na- 
tional interest; but when the national interest re- 
Guires it, let the debt be contracted on the best 
terms, and let it be paid honestly. That was the 
rule of private individuals, and it was the rule of 
nations; and it was a false principle for the head and 
the financier of a nation to say, we go against all 
debts in time of peace. The president told us in his 
inessage that he was against a national debt and a 
national bank, and that he always had been. Then 
he (Mr. A.] would say that, being so, the president 
Was opposed to what might be very useful to the in- 











But, more than this—there were debts of millions 
upon millions which had been made. All our In- 
dian treaties—[and there was now a bill before the 
house, reported by the chairman of the committee 
of ways and means, making appropriations of six or 
seven hundred thousand dollars for Indian annuities]; 
what, he would ask, were all our Indian treaties but 
national debts? What were all the suins of money 
viven to Indians for their lands? What was all this 
but a national debi? A sacred debt which the go- 
vernment was bound to pay; and if the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws, and he knew not now many other 
tribes, were not extinguistied, as seemed to be the 

olicy, the government, so long as it existed, would 
bate to pay an annual debt to them. The govern- 
ment had only now to provide the interest—600,000 
dollars, that was to say on a debt of ten millions, at 
6 percent. Of those $10,000,000 of principal— 
how inuch he knew not—but he believed at least four 
millions had already been invested in state stocks, 
exactly as this half million trust fund from the 
Smithsonian bequest had been. And, now, the se- 
cretary of the navy came and told us that these state 
stocks were good for nothing; and yet, when some 
of these states came taus and said: ‘You ought to 
help us—we are in distress—have made bad bar- 





gains—(as the gentleman from Florida says )—these 
debts are not extravagant debts—they are not for 
luxuries—we have not been wasting the public mo- 
neys—these are debits which, in the long run, will 
pay you heavy interest, and more than pay for them- 
selves—you must take a part of them,”’—the excla- 
mation was one of horror at the idea of paying state 
debts. That was the answer, and he wished gentle- 
men who thought this thing so horrible, to make the 
distinctign, and tell him-whether the government had 
not assumed these four or five millions of debts to 
the states by investing the treasure of the govern- 
ment, and, still more, the maere trust funds of the 
government, in state stocks, taking the bonds of 
those states. 

He coukl wish to say a great deal more on this 
subject, but be believed he had said enough now to 
open it to the consideration of meinbers. It inelud- 
ed within itself the policy of this nation, not only 
as regarded its own debts, but the respective debts 
of the several states of the tinion. It included the 
general consideration of a national debt, and, proba- 
bly, of a national bank. It included the justice of 
this nation to all the Indian tribes to which the 
government had pledged large sums of money, 
and then spent them by investing them in state 
stocks. 

Another example occurred to him at this moment 
of the manner in which the government contracted 
debts and actually wasted or employed the fund. In 
another part of this building, within a few days, 
some reference had been made to one of these trust 
funds—that belonging to the Seneca nation. About 
the year 1790 or 1791, a purchase of land was made 
of the Seneca nation, and $100,000 in the stocks of 
the United States was vested in the president of the 
United States, for the time being, for the benefit of 
that tribe of Indians, in perpelua, the government 
being bound to pay to the tribe the annual interest 
of the money. The money was invested by order 
of general Washington, it was held by him in trust, 
invested in the six per cent. funds of the United 
States, purchased at an advance. Mr. A. was un- 
derstood here to state that, in the several changes of 
investment of this fund which took place from the 
time of general Washington to that of Mr. Madison, 
it had been sunk from $100,000 to $836,000. 2 
(Mr. A.] had himself directed a purchase of 3 per 
cents. to be made; it was made, and when the 3 per 
cents. were paid off, the sum of one hundred and six 
thousand dollars was realized for the sum which was 
originally $100,000; and which was only $36,600 
when he was made the trustee. And that sum of 
$106,000 was paid into the treasury by his order.— 
What had become of it? A few years ago, in an ap- 
propriation law, this sum of $106,000 was appropri- 
ated for the use of the treasury of the United States 
for that year, and the money was gone. The Unit- 
ed States themselves had spent it. Now, he said 
that there was a debt contracted of which there was 
no sign or appearance in the president’s message.— 
The governinent had to pay the annual interest by 
appropriation; but as to the principal that was gone. 
The government would not be free from this respon- 
sibility, so long as the Seneca nation existed as a 
tribe. The government had used it for its own pur- 
poses, but was responsible for it. It had been a part 
of the ways and means for the year 1835. 

At present, he should content himself with these 
observations, and he would leave it to the chairman 
of the committee on naval affairs to make such reply 
as he thought proper; but he [Mr. A.] begged that 
the house would not break the faith of tbe nation 
with those pensioners who were provided for by the 
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he would rather pay three times the amount than 
give his sanction to it. 

[This speech has not had the benefit of revision, 
and was taken down under the disadvantages of in- 
terruption, and, in some parts, of doubtful hearing J 

Mr. Reed spoke briefly of the absolute necessity 

of making this appropriation, which, he said, a due 
regard to the faith and honor of the government re- 
quired, notwithstanding that the appropriate fund 
had been exhausted by an improvement law of this 
house. He took occasion, also, to call altention to 
three most important bills, on which he had hereto- 
fore strived in vain to get the action of the house, 
and which were, first, a bill to repeal, in part, the 
pension law, [which law, he said, trenched on the 
interests of the nation by giving both pay and pen- 
sion to officers who, in his opinion, ought not to re- 
ceive them]; secondly, a bill in relation to navy 
pensions; and thirdly, a bill in relation to pursers.— 
Mr. R. said he earnestly hoped that the house, at 
some early day, would give a short space of time to 
the consideration of these bills. 
Mr. Wise said he did not rise to oppose the bill, 
On the contrary, he should vote for its passage; but 
he wished to add a word or two to the remarks 
which had been submitted by his honorable friend 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. dams]. The navy 
pension fund, to which this bill related, did not be- 
long to congress, but had been raised by the exer- 
tions of the sailors themselves, and government 
stood to it only in the relation of a trustee. When 
first established it had amounted to twelve hundred 
thousand dollars, and what was it now? What said 
the secretary of the navy,in his annual report at 
the present session? ‘The navy pension fund, 
which, at the period of its passage, amounted to 
upwards of a million of dollars, the annual interest 
of which was sufficient to meet all demands, 
now consists of $100,000 in Cincinnati five per 
cent. stock, greatly depreciated; $14,000 of stock 
of the Bank of Washington, in the same situation; 
$33,339 five per cent. stock of the city of Washing- 
ton, and $11,400 of stock of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown, the latter totally unsaleable at this 
time.”? In the letter, however, from the secretary, 
which was read by the clerk, there is a material 
error; for, in summing up the nominal value of the 
stocks in which the fund is now invested, he states it 
at $158,739; but the truth is, it does not amount even 
to that pitiful sum, for he states that “the stock of 
the city of Cincinnati has been advertised to be 
sold at auction on the 15th of December, for the 
purpose, in the first place, of reimbursing the Bank 
of America the suin of fifty thousand dollars ad- 
vanced to the fund on a deposite of the said stock, 
to mect the payment of pensions which became due 
on the tst of July last.” This sum, therefore, of 
$50,000 is to be deducted from the $158,739, leav- 
ing the real amount bat $108,739, and this only at 
the nominal value of the stock. What then, is the 
real fact? In 1837, the secretary reported that he 
had in this fund $1,150,000, and that the interest of 
that sum was sufficient to meet the regular payment 
of all the pensions charged upon it; but now he has 
of available funds but $18,647 61, and of stock at 
its nominal value $108,739, amounting, in all, to 
$127,386 61. This, sir, is the whole which re- 
mains of the fund, good, bad and indifferent. How 
is this accounted for? The gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. Thomas] told the house that it is all the 
effect of the bill of 1837; but I have examined the 
table of pensions furnished tous from the depart- 
ment, and have taken pains to trace the actual ope- 
ration of that law—and what is the resuli? The 
total number of pensioners before the passage of 
that law was 479, and the usual annual appropria'ion 
for the payment of their pensions was $34,419 75. 
To this amount what has been added since then? 
Three hundred and forty-four widows, the aggre- 
gate of whase pensions amounts to $62,708 04; 
ninety-one minors, whose pensions amount to 
$11,622; being, together, $74,330 04 per annuin, 
which for three years gives us $222,990. And 
this is ail"‘that we have to account for the enormous 
deficit of $927,000, which we ought now to have 
had in the hands of the secretary, not in depreciated 
stocks, but in good money. 

Here Mr. Thomas interposed, and asked leave of 
Mr. Wise, before he proceeded further, to correct 
the statement he had made, in two respects. First, 
as tothe original constilution of the navy pension 
fund. It did not, as the gentleman seemed to sup- 
pose, consist of the contributions of the sailors 
themselves, like the navy hospital fund, with which 
the gentleinan from Virginia seemed to have con- 
founded it, but of the United States shares of piize 
money. 

Mr. Wise received this correction, and explained 
that he had stated the fund to have been raised by 
the exertions of the sailors, because it was by their 
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taken, and the prize money brought into possession 
of the government. 

Mr. Thomas proceeded to say that the gentleman 
from Virginia had wnepe tnisapprehended the pro- 
visions and operation of the lawof 1837. That 
law did not merely add new pensioners to the roll, 
and prescribe the annual allowance they were to re- 
ceive, but it also enacted that a widow receiving 
pension under that act was entitled to have it reck- 
oned from the death of her husband; and a person 
disabled was, in like manner, to have his pension 
reckoned back to the date when the disability had 
been incurred—thus requiring the payment of a 
vast amount of arrears. So large wa3 this amount 
that $850,000 had been paid under that law for 
such arrears within a single year. 

Mr. Wise resumed. As to the construction put 
by the department on the law of 1837, I have no- 
thing to say. I am not now speaking to that point; 
but as to the origin of this fund, I repeat that it is 
the fruit of the toil and enterprise of our gallant 
navy. It has been earned by their blood. They 
have aright to what they captured, and, in the ad- 
ministration of this fund, the government is but 
their trustee; and I insist that, by a fair interpreta- 
tion of the law of 1837, there ought still to bea 
million of dollars left of this fund. The comunis- 
sioner of pensions, who I presume understands 
what he is writing about, does not state what has 
been told us by the gentleman from Maryland. I 
take his report as it is given; and it shows that the 
additional pensions since 1837 amount, as I have 
stated, to but a litile over $74,000. And yet there 
is this immense defi‘it to be accounted for. I do 
not either approve or find fault with the interpreta- 
tion put by the department on the law; butif they 
have construed its provisions too largely, without 
coining to consult congress as to its true meaning, 
it is their fault, not ours. : 

There were many other remarks which [I had in- 
tended to submit, but which have been anticipated, 
and much better expressed, by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachasetts, and 1 pay myseif a 
high compliment when I say that, in a great portion 
ot his speech,he pursued the very track which I 
had marked out for myself. 

As to the investments which have been made of 

this fund, on which that gentleman coinmented with 
su much severity, itis possible that some of them 
were made before the present administration came 
into power; but the $70,000 of Lilinois six per 
cents, were certainly purchased since 1833; and the 
report made this year by the commissioner of pen- 
sions confir:ns (a thing that does notialways happen 
by the bye) the report of last year. And what 
does itshow? ‘That of this stock $20,000 was sold 
at the rate of 634 per cent.; $25,000 at the rate of 
63; $10,000 at 623; $10,000 at 624; and $5,000 at 
624. Thus was the amount of $70,000 in a great 
measure thrown away. It will not do to tell us 
that the law of 1837 was answerable for this. The 
cominissionuer adds that, since Deceinber last, 24,400 
dollars in Washington city corporation five pe: 
cent, stock have been sold at auction for the pur- 
ose of paying pensions—no doubt at a sacrifice, 
8: the rate is not stated. He tells us that, to pay 
the pensioners now on the roll, at least $110,000 
will be wanted in 1841; and this sum added to the 
debt due the Bank of America will make $160,009. 
Ten thousand dollars will be required the ensuing 
year to meet demands arising from new claims; 
making an aggregate of $170,000 which will be 
wanted in 1841. 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, (chairman of the com- 
mittee on naval affairs), said that he had designed 
to suffer this bill to pass without any coinment on 
his part, for he had not felt himseli called upon to 
reply to the remarks of the honorable gentleman 
fron Massachusetts on the general policy of the ad- 
ministration, particularly as he, as well as the ho- 
norable gentleman from Virginia who had just re 
sumed his seat, had commenced their speeches by 
declaring that it was their purpose to vote for the 
bill. He was anxious to have it pass the house this 
day and go to the senate, that the little reimnant of 
this fund might be saved, and the demands of the 
government to pay the existing pensions might be 
met in time; (for which purpose $150,000 would 
be wanting on the Ist of January next). But he 
could not sit still and hear such extraordinary 
charges alvanced against the secretary of the navy 
without making some reply. If there ever was an 
oflicer of governmert whose conduct was not ouly 
unworthy of blame, but deserved the highest praise 
for his fidelity, the secretary was that officer. No 
sooner did he find himself in office, than his atten- 
tion was immediately turned to this pension law of 
1337; and at the very next session he failed not to 
warn congress that if the law was suffered to re- 
main as it stood, the navy pension fund would 
shortly be absorbed in its application to an object 











for which that fund had never been originally creat- 
ed. In the senate, this warning took effect, and 
the law was repealed; but the "bill of repeal was 
lost in the house; why, Mr. T. could not say. They 
all knew how time was often wasted in that body by 
irrelevant and latitudinous discussion. He did not 
find fault with this, because he believed that, upon 
the whole, the country was benefited by it. The 
committee on naval affairs had reported a bill to 
put astop tothis wasie and misapplication of the 
fund, but it never had been acted upon. Thus 
inuch on the delay which had taken place. 

Now as to the actual operation of the law of 
1837. He wished the house to see whether the 
fund had not been exhausted through the legitimate 
interpretation of that law. The gentleman from 
Virginia had fallen irto most strange mistakes in 
his apprehension of the subject; to confute which 
it would be enly necessary to look at the law. 
(Mr. T. here quoted the act of 1837). From this 
it appeared that there were two classes of pension- 
ers contemplated. 1, the widows and children of 
officers, seamen or marines who had died in the 
public service; and 2, persons who had been per- 
sonally disabled by wounds or injuries received in 
such service. In both cases the ae was not pros- 
pective merely, but retrospective also; it not only 
granted pensions in fuluro, but required that the 
pension should be reckoned back to the death of the 
officer, seaman or marine, and to the date of the 
disability incurred. In this manner there had been 
paid in a single year, to 92 invalids the sum of 
$78,000, to 85 widows the sum of $121,000, and to 
129 children $129,000. 

Here was a gross suin of $328,000 paid as ar- 
rears, besides the annual pensions which were to 
be provided for. 

Mr. Wise here explained, and insisted that, even 
according to Mr. T’s own showing, there ought to 
be a large balance still left in the hands of the de- 
partment. 

Mr. Thomas said that he had only stated the re- 
suit as it stuod (if the reporter correctly understood 
him) in 1837; it must be remembered that the law 
hal continued to operate in the saine manner ever 
since. 

Mr. Wise again interposed, and referred to a re- 
port which stated the gross amount of arrears at 
about $300,000; and inquired how much it had 
been since increased? 

Mr. Thomas said he held in his hand an account 
from the department, stating the amount thus paid 
at over $800,000; all the particulars were given. 

Mr. Wise. According to that, there ought to be 
no balance at all left, but the secretary reporis a 
balance. 

Mr. Thomas said there was about $108,000 left 
still. But whence did this law which had led to 
such a resuit emanate? Who authorised this appli- 
cation of the pension fnnd? It was not the secreta- 
ry of the navy or the coinmissioner of pensions, but 
the two houses of congress. Who were the au- 
thors of the bill? It had been reported to the se- 
nate by the honorable Mr. Robinson, of Iliinos, and 
sent to the committee on naval affairs, of which 
Mr. Southard was a meinber, and he had reported 
the bill to the senate, by whom it had been passed 
without a aivision. The senate bill coming into 
the house had been referred to the committee on 
naval affairs inthe house. Mr. T. read the names 
of this committee, among which that of Mr. Wise 
was one. The bill had been ordered to its third 
reading withouta division, and passed by the house 
without amendment. 

Mr. Wise explained, stating that, thongh his name 
appeared on the naval committee, he was not re- 
sponsible for the bill. He was at that time but no- 
minally one of the coinmittee—his attention was 
directed elsewhere—he had other fish to fry—and 
could no longer attend to the business of that com- 
mittee, [of which he had previously been an active 
member], being appointed on another which occu- 
pied his time and thoughts. 

Mr. Thomas had not the least suspicion as to that 
gentleman’s course in relation to the biil. The re- 
sponsibility rested on the whole house. Congress 
pa-sed the law, and order the secretary to adminis- 
ter it. That officer had warned them how it would 
operate and was operating. And was he then to be 
arraigned for carrying out an act which was the law 
of the land? 

Mr. Reed [also a member of the naval committee] 
here made some explanation which was totally inau- 
dible to the reporter. 

Mr. Thomas, then resuming, observed that he 
concurred fully with such part of the remarks of the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts {[Mr. 
Adams], as related to the policy of leaving in the 
hands of heads of departments the discretionary 
power of buying and selling on public account stocks 
vf any description. He had raised his feeble voice 
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against such a practice many yearsago. But While 


the authority remained, he trusted that Parties ac 

cused, as the secretary of the navy had been, would 
be tried by the law as it stood. That, if he had for 
his acts the express authority of law, he would be 
acquitted. And if such authority were in itsel 
wrong, congress would withdraw it, but not unjust- 
ly charge the fault of the law on the officer who ey. 
ecuted it. Now, as the navy pension fund originat. 
ed from prize money taken in time of war, and as 
the United States had had neither war nor prizes fo, 
some years, he referred that, the secretary would 
violate his duty shouid he let the fund lie idle in pi, 
hands, the investment of it in stock had been made 
some fifteen years ago. 

Mr. Adams here interposed to say that those ip. 
vestments had all taken place since 1837, and never 
before. 

Mr. Thomas, resuming, said that he referred to the 
capital of the fund. It was the interest which had 
been invested; and in thus vesting it the secretary 
had but followed the course of his predecessors. 
The law itself provided that the secretary might vest 
the interest of the fund in any way he thought 
best. (Mr. T. here quoted the law]. The present 
secretary could, however, have had but a small suin 
to invest in any way. Whether the investment 
had been prudently made or not, Mr. T. would not 
now express an opinion; he rather supposed, how. 
ever, that it would be admitted to be better to place 
the money in state stocks, rather than in those 
of any private corporation. The fault, if any, was 
in congress, in not laying down a rule specifying in 
what stock the interest of this fund should be in- 
vested. As to the sale of the stocks which had been 
purchased, it was an operation indispensable to meet 
the engagements of the government. Mr. T. ob. 
served, in conclusion, that he had not attemped to 
go into a reply to the speech of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 4dams), nor did 
he feel bound to do so. He was not in the same 
situation with that gentleman, having a speech pre- 
pared for delivery at the former session. 

Mr. Monroe said that his attention had been drawn 
to this subject at the last session of congress, and to 
him it appeared perfectly simple. The law passed 
in 1837 had received aconstruction by means of 
which the navy pension fund had been almost en- 
tirely absorbed, in a manner never contemplated or 
intended when the fund was created. This was an 
operation over which the departinent had no control, 
and which they could not prevent. Under this state 
of things, the inanifest duty of congress was to re- 
place the money; to repeal the law of 1837, and in 
the meanwhile to acknowledge the debt and pay the 
interest upon it. That was the honest straightfor- 
ward course. Congress had taken this fund from 
its trust position, and they ought to reinstate it. If 
they have not got the money, they must acknow- 
ledge it as a debt and pay the interest. This was 
honest; this was fair; but if this course were not 
adopted, the pensioners must come down to the 
means uf the government, whatever they happened 
to be. This, he held, congress had not the moral 
right to do as the representatives of a moral and free 
people. He trusted they would not attempt such a 
piece of injustice, but would in this matter, as in all 
others, act as the honest representatives ofan honest 
and an honorable people. 

Mr. Anderson, of Maine, next addressed the house, 
but as he spoke in a low tone of voice and turned 
his back to the reporters scarcely a word of what he 
said could be distinctly heard by them; a thing the 
inore to be regretted as Mr. A. very rarely addresses 
the house. He was believed to make some state- 
nents of fact going to show how far the actual ope- 
ration of the law of 1837 was from the intensions 
and anticipations of congress in its passage, in dis- 
tributing large amounts of the public money to in- 
dividuals already in effluent circumstances. 

Mr. C. Shepard, of North Carolina, offered the 
following as an ainendment to the bill: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the act of 
March 3, 1837, entitled “an act for the more equita- 
ble admiuistration of the navy pension fund,” be re- 
pealed. 

Mr. Thomas remonstrated, and expressed his ear- 
nest hope that his colleague on the committee would 
not persist in pressing this amendment. The com- 
mittee had a bill in preparation to effect the object 
he aimed at; but the present bill had been introduc- 
ed simply with a view to prevent the sacrifice of 
certain stock in which the interest of the fund had 
been invested. Should the amendment be appended 
toit, it might embarrass the bill, lead to extended 
discussion, and to such delay as would defeat the 
object intended. 

But Mr. Shepard persisted in offering his amend- 
ment. He lamented that nothing ceuld be brought 
before the house without being made a party ques- 
tion; nothing, it seemed, could get the attention of 


t Ng eae es Deakihe phe 








‘D. 


i, 


—— 

But While 
Parties ac. 
een, would 
he had fo, 
+ Would be 
€ in itself 
not unjust. 
er who ex. 
id originat. 
var, and as 
w prizes for 
tary Would 
idle in hig 
been made 


at those in. 
, and never 


erred to the 
which had 
_ Secretary 
edecessors, 
might vest 
1@ thought 
‘he present 
small suin 
nvestment 
would not 
osed, how- 
er to place 
1 In those 
f any» was 
ecifying in 
ild eric, 
h had been 
ble to meet 
ir. T. ob. 
tteinped to 
rable gen- 
'), nor did 
the same 
peech pre- 


een drawn 
ess, and to 
law passed 
’ means of 
Imost en- 
nplated or 
his was an 
no control, 
r this state 
was to re- 
37, and in 
nd pay the 
traightfor- 
fund from 
fate it. If 
- acknow- 
This was 

were not 
wn to the 
happened 
the moral 
‘al and free 
pt such a 
or, asin all 
fan honest 


the house, 
nd turned 
of what he 
| thing the 
y addresses 
oine state- 
ctual ope- 
intensions 
ge, in dis- 
ey to in- 


Ss. 
fered the 


the act of 
yre equita- 
nd,’ be re- 


ed his ear- 
ttee would 
The com- 
the object 
) introduc- 
acrifice of 
» fund had 
appended 
» extended 
defeat the 


is amend- 
be brought 
arty ques- 
tention of 























‘ 
Pe 
. = 
ae 
he 
= 
fa 
‘ 







' the 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 16, 1841—CONGRESS. 


315 








nS 
ne 


e. unless some public individual was to be 
the et dowit, He should not follow gentlemen in 
their remarks on the course of the secretary of the 
navy. They bad been satisfactorily answered by 
entleman from Maryland, [Mr. Thomas]. He 
would call the house to the real question before it. 
The navy pension fund had originated in 1800—be- 
ing formed out of the United States prize money 
earned by our gallant ays Its sole object was the 
benefit of those who had been disabled in the pub- 
lic service. In all the successive laws which had 
been passed in relation to it, one pervading feature 
was to be found, viz: that none were to receive the 
benefit of the fund but those who had suffered for 
their country. But in 1337 an entirely new princi- 

le had been introduced; for its introduction some 
Famed one of the great political parties, and others 
blained the other. To whoin the blame justly be- 
longed was now immaterial; the law had passed, and 
it provided that these naval pensions were to be paid, 
not to those who had suffered in the service and 
defence of their country, but to the widows and chil- 
dren of those who might, at any previous time, have 
died in the service, wheiher they had suffered or 
not. And it also provided that, when pensions were 
paid to invalids, or persons who had incurred disa- 
bility, the pension should be reckoned back to the 
date of the disability, as well as forward from the 
date of the act. The fund was found to be much 
larger than was actually needed for such application 
as had originally been contemplated, and the inte- 
rest arising from it amounted to a large sum annu- 
ally. Government was pledged to keep it as a sacred 
trust held for the benefit of the defender$ of the 
country; but the law which had been hastily passed 
operated to divert the fund into a different channel, 
and to sweep almost the whole of it away. The 
question arising from sucha state of things was, 
whether it was not now time to stop, and to repeal 
a law having such an operation? He thought it was. 
It had been said that this application of the fund 
was a sacred debt; Mr. S. contended that, in refer- 
ence to the persons he had mentioned, it was no 
debt, but a.mere gratuity. Had they done or suffer- 
ed any thing for the country? Notatall. Did it 
appear that their parents had suffered any thing? 
No. They had died while in the service; that was 
all. Where, then, was the justice of continuing 
such pensions? and how was that a debt where there 
was no guid pro quo? He thought that this was the 
time to shut the gate, before the find of applicants 
should sweep away the little remnant of the fund 
that still remained. As he did not doubt, however, 
that the minds of ost gentlemen were already made 
up on the subject, he would forbear further remark. 
He hoped the amendment would prevail. 

Mr. Reed, of Massachusetts, said that, since the 
law of 1837 had been nained, and Mr. R. had been 
alluded to as having been one of the members of the 
naval committee who reported it to the house, it 
might be proper for him to state that he had opposed 
the bill, and had warned the house at the time what its 
effect would be. He had done this even before that, 
when the principle was introduced in the bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Decatur. That bill bad passed the 
house, but Mr. R. had strongly opposed it, on prin- 
ciple. As to the law of 1837, it passed with little 
deliberation, in a hasty, inconsiderate manner; but, 
before the house undertook to repeal it, the bill 
ought to be examined with deliberation. It had been 
passed rashly and hastily, and now it seemed the 
house was asked to repeal it in the same inauner. 
Mr. R. had been ready to vote for the repeal for nore 
than a year past, but he was not willing to repeal it 
in this form; it was an improper mode, and there- 
fore he hoped the amendinent would not pass, but 
that the committee would take up the obnoxious bill 
and modify it, and then report it to the house ina 
ew shape; but let it not be repealed at a blow, in 
this hastv manner. 

Mr. Tillinghast said he was in favor of the bill 
before the house, and should vote for it. When the 
bill was introduced, the whole house seemed agreed; 
hobody disputed that the existing deficit in the navy 
pension fund must be provided for. But it was a 
very different question how much of the law of 1837 
t was proper to repeal. That bill had been passed 
on many good and important reasons, and it was 
cherished in the feelings of many; he trusted it 
Would not, at one stroke, be abolished, and no sub- 
stitute provided; he hoped this would not thus be 
attempted in the shape of a rider loan appropriation 
bill. He could not believe that any friend of the 
havy would be found advocating such a measure in 
Such a form. 

Mr. Peck said he was a friend to the bill before 
the house, and, as such, would move the previous 
question, 

The motion was seconded, put, and carried, the 
amendment adopted, and the bill forthwith passed, 
aad seat to the senate, 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 
SENATE. 

January 6. The vice president laid before the 

senate a message made in compliance with a reso- 

lution of the 3d instant. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 

sented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Wright, from the pilots of New York in 

the neighborhood of Hell Gate, praying a repeal of 

the laws of 1837 relating to pilots. 

By Mr. Phelps, resolutions of the state of Ver- 

mont favorable to such amendment of the constitu- 

tion as will restrict the president from being eligi- 

ble to a second term. 

By Mr. Buchanan, eight memorials signed by a 
reat number of the merchants and citizens of Phi- 
adelphia, praying that the spirit ration may be 
abolished in the navy, and tea, coffee, or other 
sinall stores substituted therefor. 

_ By Mr. Southard, from 350 citizens otf Newark, 
in New Jersey, praying the passage of a general and 
uniform bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Nicholas, from the chamber of commerce 
of New Orleans, asking the enactment of a uniform 
bankrupt law. 

On motions by Mr. Linn and Mr. Anderson, pa- 
pers were taken from files relating to private claims 
and again referred. 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States. 

Mr. Sturgeon, introduced, on leave, a bill making 
certain appropriations for the patent office, twice 
read and referred. 

Mr. WNicholas, introduced on leave, a bill to au- 
thorise the issuing of patents for certain encries of 
public lands; twice read and referred. 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard institution 
of Washington was considered in committee of the 
whole; and after some debate, in which the bill was 
advocated by Messrs. Merrick, Walker and others, 
and opposed by Messrs. Tappan and Hubbard, was 
ordered to be engrossed by a vote of 29 to 7. 

The senate then proceeded to take up the special 
order—the bill for a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system; when Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose 
and addressed the senate at length against the bill, 
and was followed by Mr. Wright and Mr. Lina in 
its support. Ata late hour the senate adjourned. 

January 7. The vice president laid before the se- 
nate a message from the president of the United 
States in compliance with a resolution of the se- 
nate, covering a report from the secretary of war, 
showing the number of soldiers enlisted during the 
late war that are entitled to bounty lands. 

Also, from the secretary of the treasury, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the 4th instant, trans- 
mitting information relative to the payment of a 
certain claim said to be due to the commissioners 
appointed for the settlement of the Yazoo claims. 

Also, from the post office department, transmit- 
ting, in obedience to law, a statement showing the 
names and coinpensation of the clerks in that de- 
partment. 

Also, from the secretary of the treasury. a state- 
ment from the banks of the District of Columbia, 
showing the condition of their affairs on the Ist of 
January. 

Petitions were presented and referred. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported a bill authorising the secretary of the trea- 
sury to extend further indulgence to certain depo- 
site banks. 

Aliso, making an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of the sufferers’ at Natchez by the late tornado, 

A number of bills of a private and local charac- 
ter were also reported. 

On motion of Mr. Tappan, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate, at as early a 
period as practicable, in a detailed tabular form, all 
the information in the possession of his department in 
answer to the following questions: 

Ist. What amount has the federal government lost, 
from its orzanization to this time, by the employment 
of banks, by the use of bank paper, or by its connex- 
ion in any wise with banks, including the depreciation 
of bank paper? 

2d. What amount the people of the United States 
have lost, from the commencement of the government 
to this time, by the failure and suspension of banks 
and by the depreciation of bank paper, by the loss and 
destruction of bank notes, and by the existence of 
banks and the use of bank paper aspen 

3d. What have the people and the government paid, 
directly and indirectly, to the aggregate banks of the 
United States, for the use of these institutions, annual- 
ly, for the last ten years? 

4th. What proportion of the stock of the several 
banks in the Dinited Siates is at this time owned by 
foreigners? 7 an 

The bill for the benefit of the Howard iustitute, 





Several bills ofa private and local nature were con- 
sidered in committee, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The prospective pre-emption bill was taken up 
as the special order, when Mr. Huntington rose and 
addressed the senate at some length against the 
bill, as did Mr. Graham and Mr. Preston. Mr. 
Hubbard and Mr. Young followed in its support. 

At about 4 o’clock, the senate adjourned. 
January 8. The vice president laid before the se- 
nate a letter from the treasury department, trans- 
initting a report from the commissioner of the ge- 
neral land office, in relation to the public lands. 

Also, from the war department, showing the ex- 
penditure of the contingent fund of the military es- 
tablishment during the year 1840. 

Also, from the governor of fowa, memorials of 
the legislative council of that territory, asking ap- 

propriations for the erection of a penitentiary and 
making military roads. 

Mr. Benton presented the credentials of Samuel 
Mc Roberts, senator elect froin Illinois, after the 4th 
March next; which were placed on file. 

Memorials and petitions were presented and ap- 

propriately referred, and a number of reports from 
committees made, which will be noticed in their 
progress. 

Mr. Linn, on leave, introduced a bill to provide 
for the protection and settlement of Oregon, and to 
extend the laws of the United States over the same. 
Mr. L. on the introduction of this bill, made 
some remarks explanatory of the causes which in- 

duced him to offer it to the consideration of the 
senate, and went at some length into the history of 
the settlement of that territory, and the encroach- 
ments made on it by British traders. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the special order, viz: the bill to establish a per- 
manent and prospective pre-emption system; when 
Mr. Anderson rose aud addressed the senate at 
length in support of the bill. 

Mr. Mangum, wishing to address the senate on 
the bill, proposed to its friends to postpone its 
further consideration to Monday, whea he promis- 
ed them his aid in getting the question upon or- 
dering it to a third reading. 

Mr. Linn made a few remarks in reply to one 
part of what had been said yesterday by Mr. Pres- 
fon. That gentleman had expressed an opinion 
that the apprehensions of many gentlemen with 
regard to danger on our western frontier from in- 
cursions of the Indians were without foundation, 
inasmuch as it was much more likely that those 
wild warriors and hunters would attempt excur- 
sions over the prairies and among the Cumanches 
and Caddos than make assaults upon the denser 
settlements of the whites, where they could expect 
only an armed resistance. It would be sufficient 
to take off the force of this arguinent to state that 
facts were against it, iuasmuch as the Indians had 
already made three successive attacks on the white 
settlements; how many more they might attempt, 
it was not for him to say. 

Mr. Preston explained. He had not said that 
there was no danger on the frontier—he knew that 
danger did exist there; but he apprehended it had 
been sufficiently provided for by the establishment 
of military posts, the raising of regiments, &c. He 
still thought that, ultimately, the Indians would 
find it easier to go westward, but he did not insist 
upon the argument. 

Some conversation took place about postponing 
the bill to Monday, when Mr. Crittenden said that 
be could, on certain conditions, vote for a pre-emp- 
tion bill; and, as the best mode of stating what they 
were, he would ask leave to read a motion, for re- 
commitment of the bill with instructions, which 
he had prepared and wished to offer at a proper 
time. Mr. C. then read as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the com- 
miitee that reported it, with instructions to report amend- 
ments thereto to the following effect: 

1st. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands among the several states of the union ia 
just and equitable proportions. 

2d. ‘To grant to actual bona fide settlers upon the 
public lands the right of pre-emption to any quantity 
thereof not exceeding one-half section, or 320 acres 
including place of settlement, at the minimum price 
of $1 25 per acre, with such provisions as shall limit 
this right of settlement aud pre-emption to actual bona 
fide settlers whose estate at the time of settlement shall 
not exceed the value of 1,000 dollars; and further, with 
such provisions as shalt effectually exclude the weal- 
thier speculators from all benefits under this law. and 
shall prevent them from interfering with, or participat- 
ing in, the privilege and right of settlement and pre- 
emptivn which are hereby granted and intended for 


the sole advantage of the needy and honest settlers and 
cultivators of the soil. 


Mr. C. wished the motion to lie over for the 
present and the instructions to be printed. 





was read the third time and passed. 


Mr. Linn gave notice that, shonld this motion be 
pressed, he should move to amend the instruction 
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so as to require that the entire future proceeds of) 
the public !ands be devoted to the maintenance and 

increase of the navy, and the previding suitable na- 

tional defences. 

Mr. Benton observed with some appearance of ex- 
citement, that the instructions of the senator from 
Kentucky amounted to a proposal to increase what 
he and his friends said existed, and the existence of 
which Mr. B. and those on his side of the house de- 
nied, viz: a national debt. He thanked the senator for 
coming out, at once, with this proposal to create a 
national debt, with its necessary consequences of a 
tariff anda bank. All men would now be warned 
that, when the new administration should come 
into power, it was to be their policy to add as mach 
as possible to the public expenditures, and at the 
same time to curtail, by every means in their power, 
the public revenue, that the deficit thus created 
might occasion the creation of a great national 
bank. Their whole policy was now laid open in 
all its odious deformity. He thanked the senator 
for his motion. He thanked him for avowing him- 
self, yesterday, in favor of a national bank; and he 
thanked him for now coming forward with a pro- 
posal to withdraw the landed revenue of the go- 
vernment, for the purpose of introducing loans and 
taxes. Hethanked him. Mr. B. was ready at any 
time to enter on the contest, let there be no bush- 
wacking, but a fair and open fight. He wanted to 
see whether a national debt was to be created by 
withdrawing the revenue arising from the public 
domain. He thanked the gentleman for giving him 
this timely notice of what was coming. 

Mr. Crillenden said he had intended nothing 
more than to apprise that gentleman and others of 
what was his intention to move. He considered 
this no more than right and proper; but he had 
no wish to make his motion the subject of debate 
at this moment. The honorable senator from 
Missouri was entirely welcome to all the advan- 
tage he could derive froin the publie manner in 
which Mr. C. had avowed his purpose. He had 
always thought himself too humble an individual 
for any purposes or efforts of his to be attended 
with great results: and this made hii prompt, per- 
haps too prompt and open in avowing his opinions 
and intentions. He might not, perhaps, be able 
to encounter the arguments and the denunciations 
of the senator from Missouri; but he had at least 
conveyed to him plainly and in wriling what he 
had intended to propose. He had no secrets.— 
What he was for he was for, without equivocation 
or concealment. If this entitled him to the gra- 
titude of the gentleman from Missouri, he had al- 
ready received more frequently repeated expres- 
sions of it than he had any right to expect. As 
to the distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands among the states, it was no new measure. 
A bill for that purpose had passed both houses by 
large majorities, and the sole obstacle which pre. 
vented it from becoming a law was notorious to 
the whole country. Was itso passing strange that 
a measure should now be proposed to be renewed 
which the people of the states had always clung to? 
His legislature had given Mr. C. instructions on 
this subject; and had his opinion been less clear and 
decided than it was, their voice would have been 
sufficient to control him. He would not, however, 
so far forego his determination as to suffer himself 
to be drawn into a debate on the matter now. 

Mr. Benton again thanked Mr. C. for his frank- 
ness, and for the timely notice he had given; though 
Mr. B. needed no notice on a subject like this, on 
which he was prepared to speak at any time. The 
gentleinan on the other side had told the senate 
that there now existed a national debt of twenty- 
seven millions, and had called on the senate for a 
tax on French silks and French wines; ves, on 
French silks and French wines; foratax on French 
silks and French wines; they bad heard the words 
often enough. These taxes were to be laid to make 
up for deficiencies in the revenue. They were 
asked to disturb the whole commerce of the coun- 
try, so far as France was concerned, to make up 
the deficiency in the revenue; the necessity was so 
urgent that they could not lose amoment. It was 
to no purpose that the secretary of the treasury had 
sent in bis estimates showing that the income was 
sufficient to meet the expenditure of the year; not 
at all; gentlemen said we must lay taxes, and lay 
them at once; we must have taxes, and taxes now; 
and if not, then the odium——(should he confine him- 
self to that word? yes, he would confine himself to 
the word odium)—the odium of acalled session of 
congress was to be thrown on those who refused. 
And while they threatened the odium of this mea- 
sure of an extra session, here came in a proposal 
to take off three aud a half millions at once from 
the public revenue. He thanked the gentleman 
froin Kentucky for showiug bis hand, and, in that, 
the hand of the new administration. It was to 


comtnence with creating a public debt to re-estab- 
lish that system of commerce which had been load- 
ed down with taxes, for the purpose of establishing 
a national bank. The new bank could not be creat- 
ed without the existence of a public debt; that debt 
must be created; the United States must be sold to 
create the capital for a bank. A bank, as gentle- 
men well knew, could not exist without a national 
debt. The debt of the nation was the stock of the 
bank; and gentlemen could not manage to get a 
public debt without throwing away a portion of the 
Seg revenue, and then they would get a new 
tariff. 

He thanked the senator for letting him and his 
friends see what was to be the policy of the new 
adininistration; but he hoped they would put off 
the accomplishment of these plans till the extra 
session: for such a session they must have to raise 
the ways and means, if the measure succeeded of 
throwing away a part of the existing revenue. If 
any thing was to be added to the existing burdens 
of the country, it should, (so far as he was con- 
cerned), be done by gentlemen on the other side. 
Let them calla new congress to supply deficiencies 
and warrant new expenditures. He repeated bis 
thanks to Mr. Criltenden for bringing forward his 
motion. 

Mr. Crittenden said that, in all good temper and 
benevolent feeling, he returned his acknowledg- 
ments for the liberal thanks the gentleman had been 
pleased to give; and he would now extend a little his 
claims to the honorable senator’s gratitude by telling 
him that he was in favor of laying such duties as 
should furnish a revenue adequate to the econo- 
mical wants of the government, and no more. He 
was also in favor of distributing the proceeds of the 
public lands among the several states. As to ex- 
travagant expenditures, he trusted that the example 
of the adininistration now going out of power would 
prove a sufficient warning to deter from imitation 
even a less wise administration than that which 
would come into power on the 4th of March next. 
Mr. C. huped to see all he had mentioned effected 
without the creation of a public debt. It was well, 
however, for an administration which had been so 
wantonly profligate in its expenditures, now, when 
it was in its last moments in extremis, to relieve 
its conscience by lecturing others against extrava- 
gance. 

Mr. Calhoun said that this debate was likely to 
take a very wide range; he rose not to enter into 
debate, but to give notice that he should move an 
amendment to the instructions proposed by Mr. 
Crittenden, one Uirecting the committee to report a 
bill granting the public tands to the respective 
states in which they were situated. [Much laugh- 
ter from one side of the senate.] 

The instructions were ordered to be printed. 


At half-past three, the senate went into execnu- 





tive session, After the doors were re-opened, Mr. 
Walker submitted the following resolution, giving 
for his reasons that the papers in question would 
| Serve to disabuse the minds of the British colonists. 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing to 
be procured end submitted to the senate copies of the 
debate in the British parliament prior to the year 1820, 
in relation to the northeastern boundary of the United 
States, and copies of land titles emanating from the 
British government repugnant in the calls of said titles 
to the boundary now claimed by said government. 

On this resolution a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Websiler, Clay, of Ky. Preston, Allen and 
Walker participated, after which he resolution was, 
at the suggestion of Mr. Walker, laid on the table. 

And the senate adjourned to Monday. 


January 11. Mr. Anderson presented the cre- 
dentials of Mr. 4. O. P. Nicholson, appointed a 
senator from the state of ‘Tennessee to serve until 
the meeting of the next legislature, in the room of 
the late Mr. Felix Grundy. Mr. Nicholson was 
duly qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Clay presented the credentials of Mr. Crit- 
tenden, senator elect after the 4th of March, 1841, 
which were read, and ordered to be placed on file. 


The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Tallmadge, from a numter of importing 
merchants of the city of New York, praying to be 
released from the payment of duties on certain 
goods destroyed by fire, and that a law may be 
passed authorising the distribution of the sales of 
such goods as were saved among the proprietors. 

Also, several memorials from citizens of Utica 
and Poughkeepsie, New York, and from Cleveland, 
Ohio, severally praying the passage of a bankrupt 
law. 

By Mr. Buchanan, from the anti-slavery society 
of east Pennsylvania, praying an amendment to 
the constitution so as to release the people from 
any obligation to restore abseonding slaves; and 





en, 


ee 


also to change the present system of representat; 
Motion to receive Granted vA lie on the table 
_By Mr. Webster, the memorial of a number of - 
citizens of Massachusetts, asking the enactment of 
a general bankrupt law. 

Also, from eitizens of Massachusetts, asking the 
passage of a law to grant to the district courts co. 
current jurisdiction with the cirenit courts ove, 
offences committed on the high seas, and Within 
the maritime jurisdiction of the United States, 
Mr. W. said, as a bill had already been reported 
from the committee on the judiciary that embraceq 
the points, he would simply move that the petition 
lte on the table and be printed. 

By Mr. Huntingion, from the Clarkson antj- 
slavery society of Pennsylvania, praying that an 
inquiry may be made into the condition of the 
slaves of the District of Columbia and territorios 
of the United States, for the purpose of affording 
them relief. The motion to receive was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

By Mr. Porter, from citizens of Michigan, ask- 
ing the passage of a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Henderson, a document relative to pur- 
chasing from the Woodville lyeeum of Mississippi, 
for the use of the National institute in Washington, 
all the fossil skeletons collected in Missouri. 

By Mr. Anderson, from Elisha Adair, praying 
the redemption of a large sum of continental paper 
paid by the government to his father for supplies 
furnished to the government of the United States 
in the revolutionary war. 

Mr. Phelps, from the committee on roads and 
canals, reported a joint resolution directing the 
transfer to the state of Maryland of the stock of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal standing in the 
name of the United States, upon certain condi- 
tions, without amendment, together with a special 
report thereon. 


Mr. Serer, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported a bill to provide for running and marking 
the northern boundary line of a tract of land re- 
pithy for the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox In- 

ians, 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, the bill relating to the per- 
manent and prospective pre-emption system. 

The question being on Mr. Criltenden’s amend- 
ment to distribute the proceeds of the sales among 
the states, and to limit the privilege only to per- 
sons not worth more than $1,000. 

Mr. Benton denounced the amendment with some 
warmth, as intended to defeat the object of the bill. 

Mr. Mangum spoke at length against all the fea- 
tures of the bill, and was followed by 

Mr. Linn, who advocated the pre emption sys- 
tem in its utmost latitude. 


Mr. Calhoun then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all after the enacting clause, 
and substituting ‘the bill to cede the public lands 
to the states in which they lie, on certain condi- 
tions.” 

Mr. C. said he desired to present his views on 
this question, which might occupy the senate for 
half an hour or an hour, but as the hour was late, 
he would take another occasion to doso. As the 
amendment offered by the senator from Kentucky 
had opened all the ground relating to the question, 
he hoped the debate would now take the widest 
range. On motion, the senate adjourned. 


January 12. Memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented by Messrs. Norvell, Pierce, Ruggles, Wall, 
Hubbard and Benton. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 
public lands, reported a bill to regulate the land of- 
fices in the state of Indiana and for other purposes, 
with an amendment. 

Mr. Young, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, asked to be discharged from the consideration 
of the following memorials: 

From the directors of the Mount Carmel rail road 
company; from the legislature of Louisiana; and 
from the citizens of Alleghany in relation to the 
navigation of Alleghany river. 

The following bills were introduced, on leave, 
twice read and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Clay, of Ala. a bill for the relief of the 
Eagle rail road and lumber company. 

By Mr. Young, a bill for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road through the states of Ohio, In- 
diana and Illinois. 

Mr. Tappan moved to amend the 9th joint rule 
of the two houses as follows, which was ordered to 
be printed: 

“That before any committee of either house of 
congress shall report a bill in favor of any private 
claim, it shall be the duty of the chairman of such 
committee to call upon the proper department, with 
the business of which said claim is connected, for 














all such facts and evidence as may be in possession 
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ti department, or any officer thereof, touching The question on the suspension of the rules was | contested election from the state of Pennsylvania, 
aulon, of such dep , : 
h claim; the answer to which shall be reported | then put and carried—whereon, the house resolved | between Messrs. Naylor and Ingersoll. And Mr. 
Der of - ah said bill.” itself into a committee of the whole, (Mr. Williams, } Naylor being entitled to the floox—Mr. Fillmore 
ent of bade following bills were severally considered as| of N.C. in the chair), and took up the bill. rose (at the request, he was understood to say, of 
-, eommittee of the whole, and ordered to be en- Mr. Cushing asked for information on the sub- | Mr. Naylor), and moved thatthe further considera- f 
ig the a ve : ject, which was given by Mr. W. C. Johnson. _| tion of the subject be postponed until to-morrow 
s COn- a bill to authorise the legislature of the state of} Mr. Hubbard moved an amendment to the bill, | morning. He (Mr. F.) understood that Mr. Nay- ; 
Over Arkansas to sell the lands heretofore appropriated that the expense of the lunatics be charged on the | lor was very much out of health, and that he desir- 
‘ithin for the use of schools in that state. city, on the authorities in which these paupers were ed, asa favor, thata postponement might take place. 
: A bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the located. It was properly a subject which should be Mr. Monroe hoped another day, and not to-mor- 
orted Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locations | left alone on the local authorities. That the house | row, would be fixed upon. It was private bill day ‘ 
raced nd pre-emption rights, under the act of 1814. was uot organized for the purpose of regulating the | and ought not, in the present state of the calendar, 
tition . A billin addition to an act to promote the pro-| poor house in the District of Columbia. If the pro- | to be given up to other purposes, 
ress of the usefal arts. visions of the bill were carried out, the paupers of all Mr. Fillmore said he would then, at the request 
anti- A joint resolution to authorise the secretary of| the states would flock in here, and we should have | of many gentlemen around him, propose Monday i 
at an the treasury to extend further indulgence to certain notional paupers. Mr. Johnson observed that the; next. Mr. Wise thought that, before a day was } 
f the deposite banks. bill provided for lunatics, Mr. Hubbard said there | fixed, the house should astertain the disposition of ; 
‘ories A number of relief bills were also considered in| Was no difference, but the means by which they | Mr. Naylor himseif. Mr. Naylor then rose and 
rding committee and ordered to be engrossed. raised their support was the saine. Mr. Morgan |said a few words, of which nothing could be heard 
‘ed to The senate then proceeded to the discussion of thought the amendment very necessary. That the by the reporter beyond the statement of the fact 
the special order, the bill relating to the permanent city of Washington ought to remove their lunatics | that he had suffered severely all night, and (as he 
ask- and prospective pre-emption system, when Mr.| to Baltimore, without coming to congress to ask | was understood) that Monday would be agreeable 
Calhoun rose and addressed the senate at length in| leave. to him. 
pur- favor of his substitute for the amendment of Mr.| Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson said that the states pro-| Mr, Vanderpoel inquired of the speaker whether 
sippi, Critienden. vided for their lunatics. Congress was the local | the subject would come up asa privileged question. 
gton, Mr. Crittenden followed, and was replied to by | legislature of the District—wili you not eved act) The speaker replied in the affirmative. And, the 
Mr. Benton, when, at a late hour, the senate ad-| the part of the states. The expenses would be question having been taken, the further considera- 
ing journed. comparatively trifling. He hoped that congress | tion of the subject was postponed until Monday 
aper J renin would not act ona principle different from that appli- | next. 
Plies HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. — ed oy the states. He hoped the ap ge = The motion of Mr. Fillmore, to reconsider the 
tates Wednesday, Jan.6. Mr. Jones, ot Virginia, from | withdraw his amendment; and if not, that the house | yo ¢¢ of yesterday, rejecting the bill to make tempo- 
the committee of ways and means reported a bill | would reject it. ; rary provision for lunatics in the District of Co- 
3 and making appropriations for the support of {he army} Mr. Reed spoke at some length. He was in favor | jusbia, came up, in order, for consideration. 
; the for the year 1541; which was twice read and refer-| of the bill without the amendment. Mr. Reed said that the reporter of the Globe had 
ck of red to the committee of the whole on the state of the| Mr. Hubbard said that the states did not support | misunderstood him as to one or two things. He 
| the union, and with the accompanying documents or- | all their lunatics; pauper lunatics were the proper | was reported to have said that the marshal of this 
ondi- dered to be printed. \ charge on the states. District had an annual salary of ten thousand dollars 
ecial Petitions were presented by Messrs. Chinn, Ra-| | Mr. Philip Thomas moved an amendment that | ang the persons in jail were in the most wretched 
riden and Grinnell. the bill might read lunatic paupers. condition. I said (observed Mr. R.) that the in- 
fairs, Mr. Fillmore asked leave to introduce a bill to] | Mr. Vanderpoel suggested to the gentleman from | 6,16 or emoluments of the office of marshal of this 
king regulate the taking of testimony in cases of con-| Maryland the propriety of another atnendment con- | pictrict were said to be ten thousand dollars, and 
dre. tested elections and for other purposes;” which was | fining the bill to the lunatics who had a residence | tha¢ jt was said that the persons in jail were in a 
x In- referred to the committee on elections and ordered } in this District. The — oe geour yp ag Be except ‘most wretched condition, and (said “Mr. R.) [ be- 
to be printed. that offered by Mr. Thomas, and the bill was report- | lieve it. The income or emoluments of office arise 
ation Mr. Davis, of Indiana, presented an amendment; ed to the house. from fees and the profits of boarding prisoners for 
per- which he should offer to a bill for the supportofthe| Mr. Hubbard moved to lay the whole subject on | ap out %2 50 per week. 
army, and moved it be printed; which was carried. the table; the vote on which was taken by veas and I hope (said Mr. R.) that the motion will pre- 
end- Mr. Chinn gave notice of a bill in relation to lands | nays, and the motion lost: yeas 55, nays 107. F vail, and that the vote rejecting the bill may be 
nong in Louisiana that he would ask leave to introduce} ‘The bill was then read the a a and the | -.considered; 1 feel bound; a8-aniact of justice and 
per- at some future day. vote called on the final passage of the bill. ihumanity, to make provision for the unfortunate 
Mr. Thompson, of Miss. according to previous} Mr. Cave Johnson said it authorised congress (0) junatics in this District. They do assemble here, 
3ome ] notice, asked leave to introduce a bill in relation | take on itself the lunatic paupers of this District.— | for varions causes, from all paris of the country. — 
bill. to the Choctaw Indians; which was referred to the| He was unwilling to adopt this principle, and wish- | They are in a miserable and wretched condition. — 
fea- committee on Indian affairs and ordered to be print- | ed to record his vote in the negative; and therefore Humanity demands relief for them. This District 
ed. _ [called for the yeas and nays. he /Ought not in justice, they are not able in fact, to 
sys- Mr. Leonard, from the committee on the public] _ Mr. Davis noticed an inconsistency between the |hu2, the tax’ of supporting these lunatics; I am 
buildings, which was instructed to inquire whether | title of the bill and its provisions. | Phe bill was €N- | therefore in favor of supporting these rational luna- 
aad the falling of the chandelier in the hall of the house | titled “a bill for eee relief, pes ne its . tics from the national treasury. 
4 was caused by a defect in the workmanship and/| visions were permanent tn every sense of the word. Hine wm P 
_, comebat tous uid whether any money had been| Mr. W. C. Johnson had no objection to changing | | Mr. Tillinghast suggested that what seemed to 
ands peau joa dais : ol ae : led itas | Ulm to be required was a simple change in the 
. paid for it, and if not, whether any ought to be paid, | its title. He said that the committee regarded it as | te lody-ef tea bill “bet i the oe 
yndi- ? : ; ° : is Ol future time an | P®"aseology of the bill, by inserting the word *pau- 
made areport upon the subject. The committee | temporary, supposing that at some futu | pers” in the last as well as in the former part 
enter into a full account of the making of the con- | asylum might be erected. Their object was econo- I See tehsil, Absa: chatcehins ih Chua okeieie 0 
om tract, its terms and conditions, and express their yak eongrene was unwilling to build an asylum pruvisios limiting ite acai Aare tae eran 
opinion that its provisions have been fully compli- | at present. YP gs ge - bestest Matent Arar ; 
sate, ed with by the Seatrarbark and that they consider} Mr. Garland inquired whether there bad not acts ties ttle eater diainimnetc’ ted atom 
da the falling of the chandelier ‘as one of those casu-| passed heretofore of a similar character. Mr. W. oii iknedl pen previbes question ne rem 
lon. are he eos to gin ye te? BAS liars ae oon gues replied that there had not to his know- alaht sugwest these Wleritions. o: ha ccanidin’ sore 
as almost every one that occurs, it is so easy to see ae ; z mS. ; Adages ce Bayt : 
idest how it a i have heén avoided when foo te.” It Mt. Fillmore said it was an imperfect biil. He for the bill in the form in which it then stood. He 
g : . . . ll tl | ioht h was in favor of the,bill, provided such an alteration 
appears that the utmost caution was used to submit | moved to recommit the bill that he bar “4 was made in the phraseology as would carry out the 
pre- the materials to very severe tests before they were | opportunity to offer an Leming gs MA “ ra real objects which it was inteeded ho peowuigtleh, 
Vall, suspended, and no effort was spared to give assu-| ration; and thus calling on the city hereafter to Tie nisevtoub ctaaslian wil meni tie BAe. Mar 
rance of its safety. The committee report that no| make provisions for its lunatics—instead of depend- pi aah Pda te put aud carried rae 
e on money has been paid to the contractors; that the| ing on a permanent provision by congress. And the question of ratiesidsretine wee then 
1 of- remaining materials are valued at $400, which the; Mr. Peck desired that the gentleman would con- . ‘1 ; : 
- aks > ; . H id pot vote { taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirma- 
eS, contractors are willing to take back. In full view) sent to the recommitment. He could not vote for) =! ae 
, ; , rae pig f , ive, as follows: yeas 95, nays 62. 
of all the circumstances, the committee come to the | it in this shape; was exceedingly desirous to. He TT idevditon tal ried 
1 ca- conclusion to recommend a strict compliance with favored a limitation of the bill. : 1e ye era ue ae, a aatl he! ted 
ition the contract, by directing the clerk to pay over to| Mr. Win. Cost Jonnson moved the previous ques-; = Mr. £ullmore eae t ere v9" ill be Fen ot 
Messrs. Hooper & Co. the contractors, such balance | tion. a the ples tice x ay toe f ns neato veo e'etate a 
road as may be coming to them, after deducting the $400} The main question on the passage of the bill was | the unton forthe purpose of amendment. h 
and for the broken materials. then taken and negatived: yeus 72, nays §2. ' Mr. Jameson moved that it be recommitted to the 
) the The report was read, when, on motion of Mr. Mr. Fillmore then moved the reconsideration of | committee for the District of Columbia. 
Briggs, it was concurred in; and so the clerk was| the vote just taken on the passage of the bill, for The question was first put on committing to the 
ave, directed to pay for the chandelier according to con-| the purpose of recommitting and so amending it; committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
tract, deducting $400 from the amount, and to give| that himself and many other of its friends might and carried; yeas 95, nays not counted. 
the up the fra rments to the contractors. ’ . vote for it. Mr. Fillmore then moved that the rule be sus- 
Mr, Win. Cost Johnson moved a suspension of| After remarks from several members, the orders pended 80 as to go immediately into committee of 
the the rules that he might report a bill providing for| of the day were then moved by Mr. Cave Johnson, | the whote on the bill; carried: yeas 87, nays 57. 
In- the relief of the lunatics of the District of Colum-| and the house resumed the consideration of the Ihe house then resolved itself into committee of 
bia. He was sure that the house would not be five | Pennsylvania contested election. the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Lincoln 
rule minutes in the consideration of it. He moved that Mr. Ingersoll resumed his argument from yester- | in the oe is : ; 
d to the house go into a committee of the whole on the | day, in support of his right to the seat now held by The bil Boks: en read by the clerk. : ae 
consideration of the bill. Mr. Naylor, and concluded at 3 o’clock. Ia moved to add the wt iy, got 
e of Mr. Calvary Morris hoped that the house would Mr. Naylor then rose to address the house, but Phat this act shall continue in force until the 4th 
vate consent at once to take up this bill. He was satis-| gave way to a general call for adjournment. day of March, 1843, sage no longer. : ; 
uch fied, after having visited the prison where they were| Whereujon, a motion to that effect having pre-| _ aia te moved bebe eee at ~ - gt 
with confined, that the subject demanded the immediate | vailed, the house adjourned. tinue the operation of the dill to pauper lunaties o 
( ig * . Tt ker having announe- | the District of Columbia whose support is legally 
, for attention of the house, and of every benevolent in- Thursday, Jan, 7. 1e sped 5 : Wale wewdie dt 
sion dividual, ed the business before the house to be the case of the { chargeabie thereto; this was also agreed to. 
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The bill was opposed, at considerable length by 
Messrs. Hand and Hubbard; who were replied to, 
and the passage of the bill advocated by Messrs. 
W. Thompson, W. C. Johnson, Dawson, Briggs, 
Monroe aud Alford;—when, on motion of Mr. Fill- 
more, the committee rose and reported the bili with 
the two amendments, they were concurred in, and 
the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

It was then read the third time, and the question 


on its passage was taken by yeas and nays, and de- | P 


cided in the affirmative, yeas 110, nays 59. So the 
bill was passed. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
communications, viz: 

1. A letter from the treasurer of the United 
States, Mr. Selden, transmitting his quarterly ac- 
counts for the service of the post office department 
for the years 1837, 1838 and 1839, each year ending 
on the 30th June. 

The letter of the treasurer states that the balance 
to his credit for the use of the post office depart- 
ment in the late deposite banks is $22,844—of that 
amount, $22,827 is in the Bank of the Metropolis, 
and detained by the bank in satisfaction of certain 
alleged claims against the post office department. 
‘The balance in his hands and in the hands of sub- 
treasurers belonging to the department is $12,921. 
Referred to the committee on expenditures in the 
post office department. 

2. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
transmitting the annual statements showing the 
condition of the several banks of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Laid on the table. 

3. A letter from the secretary of the navy, with 
a printed copy of the Naval Register for 1841, for 
each member. 

4. A letter from the postmaster general, accom- 
panied by a list of the clerks employed in his de- 
partment in the year 1840, with the pay of each.— 
There were 59 clerks—the salary of each clerk is 
named, but the aggregate amount paid during the 
year is not given. Laid on the-table. 

5. A letter from the postmaster general, accom. 
panied with a list of regular and temporary agents 
employed by the post office department, with the 
amount paid to each from July 1, 1839, to Novem- 
ber 30, 1840. 

The regular agents are Arthur Nelson, Howard 
Kennedy, Wm. Tanner, C. G. McHutton, James 
Brown, Alvin Haynes, George Plitt, at a regular 
salary of $1,600 each, with allowances for trans- 
poriation, subsistence, and other expenses, about equal 
in the aggregate, to the regular salary. 

The temporary agents were John Manon, John 
A. Webber, Thomas J. Boyd, Charles H. Kirk, 
Samuel Fry, B. H. Hathaway, Thos. H. Grenville, 
A. J. Comstock, Lemuel M. Barker, J. Vansant, 
S. Doubleday; the nature of the special service is 
stated, together with the compensation given; 
which, in general, are small sums. Referred to the 
committee on expenditures in the post office de- 
partment. 

6. A letter from the governor of the territory of 
Iowa; enclosing three memorials; one for post routes; 
one for an appropriation for a penitentiary; the other 
for a military road from Bloomington to Iowa city, 
then to intersect the road from Dubuque to the Mis- 
souri line. 


Sundry bills heretofore received from the senate 
severally received their first ayd second readings, 
and were reterred—which will be more particu- 
larly noticed in their progress. 

Mr. Cushing made an ineffectual attempt to go 
into committee of the whole on the bill to provide 
for the satisfaction of claims of certain American 
citizens for spoliations cominitted on their com- 
merce prior to 3d July, 1801. 

Mr. Curtis, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill authorising and providing for the 
purchase of a lot of land adjoining the custom house 
in New York,—which was twice read and referred 
to the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union. 

Mr. Monroe, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill to found a military asylum for 
the relief and support of invalid soldiers of the army 
of the United S:ates; cominitted to the comunittee 
of the whole on the state of the union and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. M. moved to print an extra number of copies 
of the bill and report which accompanied it; which 
motion lies over under the rule. 

A number of other reports were made on private 
and local matters and several committees discharg- 
ed from petitions and 1emorials which bad been 
erroneously referred, and they were committed to 
appropriate committees. 

Mr. Duvis, of Indiana, moved an adjournment, 
which was carried, and the house adjourned. 

Friday, Jan.8. Mr. Everett asked leave to intro- 
duce the following resolution: 





_ Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
continuing for the term ot five years the pensions al- 
lowed under the act granting half, ay and pensions to 
certain widows, passed July 7, 1533. 

Mr. Peck thought the subject was already before 
the house in the shape of a bill; at least, the com- 
mittee had directed the chairman to report a bill, 
which he thought embraced all that was contem- 
lated by the resolution. 

Mr. Taliaferro said that a bill bad been reported 
which, upon explanation, was found not to embrace 
the provisions contemplated by the resolution of 
Mr. Evereit. 

The introduction of the resolution was objected to. 

Mr. Everett moved a suspension of the rule, and 
called for the ayes and noes. ; 

After explanatory remarks from Mr. Peck, Mr. 
Taliaferro, Mr. Hand and Mr. Galbraith, the ques- 
tion on suspending the rule was put—ayes 99, noes 
53. There not being two-thirds, the rule was not 
suspended. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on the public 
lands, to which was referred the bill from the senate 
to authorise the inhabitants of township 8 north, 
range 32 west,in the state of Arkansas, to en- 
ter asection of land in lieu of the 16th section, 
upon condition that the same is surrendered to the 

nited States for military purposes, reported that 
the bill ought not to pass. Tt was then committed 
to the committee of the whole house to-morrow. 

Mr. Underwood, from the select committee on 
the explosion of steam boilers, made the following 
report: 

**The select committee to whom was referred the 
petition of John Coates and others, relating to 
steamboat disasters and the means of prevention, 
and likewise the report and bills submitted to the 
house at the last session by the select committee to 
whom the petition of Samuel Raub relative to his 
self-acting valves was referred, report: That they 
have adopted the report and bills submitted by the 
select committee during the last session, and here- 
with present the same, and recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution: 

‘*Resolved, That the bills herewith presented shall be 
considered on the day of , and made 
the special order on that and each succeeding day until 
they are disposed of.” 

The bills are the following: 

A bill to authorise the president to employ per- 
sous to construct apparatus with a view to extin- 
guish fires on board steamboats, and to test its uti- 
lity; 

7 bill to provide for purchasing the patent for 
Raub’s self-acting safety valve; 

A bill to amend the act to provide for the better 
security of the lives of passengers on board ves- 
sels propelled in whole or in part by steam, approv- 
ed July 7, 1838, and for other purposes. 

The bills were severally committed to the com- 
mittee of the whole house on the state of the union. 

The question then came up on the resolution to 
make them a special order. 

Mr. Cushing suggested the propriety of appoint- 
ing a distant day for filling the blank in the resola- 
tion reported by the committee for a special order 
on these bills. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Cushing, Under- 
wood and Jones, of Virginia, as to the day for filling 
the blank, it was filled with Monday next two weeks, 
[the 25th instant], and the resolution was then 
adopted by a vote of two-thirds. And so the bill 
was made the special order of the day for Monday, 
the 25th inst. 


Petitions were presented, on leave, by Messrs. 
Grinnell, W. C. Jakhnen; Mallory, of Virginia, Par- 
menter, Brackenridge, Weller, C. H. Williams, To- 
land Strong, Doan, Saltonstall and Goode. 

Mr. Barnard inquired of the chair, how much of 
the morning remained? 

The speaker answered about 20 minutes. 

Mr. Barnard then said that, as this was private 
bill day, and the contested election wonld come on 
again on Monday, he would waive his right to go 
on with his speech on his resolutions upon the sub- 
ject of the finances till Tuesday next. 

This was assented to, and so the subject is post- 
poned until Tuesday the 12th instant. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire and report whether it be legal for the 
justices of the supreme court of the United States to 
reside out of the limits of the circuit to which they are 
respectively assigned; and if it is legal so to reside, to 
inquire into the expediency of prohibiting, by statute 
such residence. 

Mr. Curits, from the committee on commerce re- 


—e_ 


—. 

| Mr. C. moved the engrossment and third readiy 
of the bill, and explained the necessity of its Speed 
passage. y 

Mr. Pickens objected, and gave his reasons, 

Mr. Curtis further explained, and moved a Sus. 
pension of the rules, so as to put the bill on its Pas. 
rs, , The question was put, and the rules were sus. 
pended. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed, and sent to the se. 
nate for concurrence. 

Mr. Winthrop obtained leave to offer the follow. 
ing resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

esolved, That the committee on commerce be jp. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making the 
same provision for the payment of the arrears of their 
salaries to the clerks in the custom house at Boston 
which has already been made in behalf of the clerks jn 
the custom houses at New York and Philadelphia. 

Mr. Saltonstall obtained leave to offer the follow. 
ing, reecinn which was read and agreed to: 

esolved, That the secretury of the navy be direct. 
ed to communicate to this house what amount of money 
was received by the United States under the act of 
June 26, 1812, and the act of February 13, 1813, pro. 
viding that two per cent. of the nett amount of prize 
money arising from captures made by the private arm. 
ed vessels of the United States be set apart asa pen- 
sion fund, as set forth in said act; also, to report whe. 
ther the same, or any, and what part. thereof was in- 
vested, and if so, in what stocks or securities, and at 
what prices the said investments, and also the sales 
hare were made. And also to report when the said 
pension fund became exhausied, and how much of the 
same, ofthe nett proceeds arising therefrom, was paid 
to persons other than those for whose use the said fund 
was pledged by the said acts, and under and by virtue 
of subsequent acts. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, obtained leave 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be required 
to communicate to this house the proceedings of the 
naval courts martial for the trials of commandant Jo- 
seph Smoot, lieuts. Joseph Stallings and J. C. Sharpe. 

Mr. Kemble moved to amend the resolution by 
adding the following: 

*t Also copies of the general order in the cases of lieuts, 
Sharpe and Stallings, exhibiting the reasons for con- 
firming the decision of the court martial in the one case, 
and modifying it in the other.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tion, as thus amended, was adopted. 

At the request of Mr. Stanly, the bill to pay over 
to the states the fourth instalment under the depo- 
site act was directed to be printed. 

Mr. Turney said, as this was the 8th of January, 
he would move that the house adjourn. 

Mr. Stanly said the 8th of January was a vey 
good day to do something for the widows and ors 
phans, and called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

The question was taken, and there appeared— 
yeas 19, nays 163. 

Mr. Stanly. I congratulate the house that the 
days of glorification are passed. I hope now, sir, 
we can proceed, and attend to private claims de- 
inanding our attention. Mr. S. then moved that 
the house resolve itself into committee of the whole 
on private bills; which was agreed to. And the 
house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on private bills, [Mr. Briggs in the chair.] When 
several private bills were disposed of, and the house, 
on motion of Mr. Cuve Johnson adjourned at half 
past 3 o’clock. 

Saturday, Jan.9. Mr. Campbell, of South Caro- 
lina, and Mr. Bynum, of North Carolina, appeared 
to-day for the first time the present session. 

Mr. Lincoln, by leave, introduced a resolution, 
which, at the suggestion of Mr. Cave Johnson, he 
modified, and, as modified, it was adopted, and is as 
follows: ‘ 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to furnish this house a statement of the quantity 
of public lands claimed to be purchased by pre-emption 
under the severa! acts of congress granting pre-emption 
rights to settlers on the public lands, distinguishing be- 
tween those under act of congress passed the 22d June, 
1838, entitled “tan act granting pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands;” and, also, under an act 
supplemental to the act aforesaid, passed on the Ist day 
of June, 1840, and of the amount of money received 
into the treasury from the respective land offices in the 
several land districts in which the public lands are 
situated. And that he also inform the house what 
number of patents to purchasers of the public lands, 
who have duly and legally made entries of the same, 
and paid the purchase money therefor, are suspended 
by reason of the operation of the aforementioned acts; 
and upon what cause and for what time such patents 
are to be withheld; and whether, in any event, the U. 
States are made liable to refund to the persons who are 
permitied to make such entries the purchase money 
paid therefor. 





ported a bill to authorise the enrolment or register 
of the schooner Amistad; which was read the Srat 





and second time. 


Mr. Jones, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to authorise the issue of five 
millions of treasury notes. 
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Mr. Granger called for the reading of the bill; it 
was read accordingly, and committed to the com- 
mittee of the whole house on the state of the union. 
Mr. Stanly, froin the committee on expenditures 
on the public buildings, reported the following re- 
ore That the committee on expenditures on the 
blic buildings have power to send for persons. 
P< d an:| agreed to. 
The resolution was rea g 
Mr. Stanly, from the same committee, also re- 
orted the following resolution: — 
7 Resolved, That neither the president of the United 
States nor any other officer of the general government 
shall issue certificates or due bills, or other evidence of 
debt or contract, without authority of law. 

The resolution was read and agreed to. 

The following resolutiun, submitted by Mr. 
Adams on the 23d of December, was called up by 
the mover, VIZ: ' 

Resolved, That the postmaster, general be directed 
to report to this house the names of all the postmasters 
throughout the union who have been removed from 
office since the 3d day of March, 1829, with the names 
of the persons appointed in their places; underscoring 
the names of all those removed for official delinquency 
or misdemeanor, and specifying the nature thereof, the 
complaint upou which the removal was made, the evi- 
dence in support of such complaint, and whether the 
officer removed was made acquainted with the com- 

laint, confronted with his accuser, or allowed to be 
heard in his defence. i 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after the word resolved, and insert- 
ing as follows: ; 

1, That the power of removing executive officers is 
vested in the president of the United States. 

2. Resolved, That this power was conferred to ena- 
ble the executive ‘‘to take care that the laws are faith- 
fully executed,” and cannot be exercised arbitrarily or 
capriciously, without an abuse of power, tyrannical in 
its operation, corrupting in its tendency, and convert- 
ing a remedy for unworthiness and misconduct into a 
terrible engine of executive power. 

3. Resolved, That the patronage of the executive de- 
partment has increased to an alarming extent, and 
ought to be restricted and diminished, so far asis com- 
patible with a safe and faithful execution of the laws. 

4. Resolved, That it is the right of the representatives 
of the people to examine into all abuses and usurpa- 
tions Which may be apprehended to exist in any of the 
executive departments, in order that they may be cor- 
rected and prevented, if possible, by legislation, and, in 
flagrant and wanton cases, exposed and punished. 

5. Resolved, ‘That the power of appointment and of 
removal from office vested in the executive may be 
greatly abused, and its exercise ought therefore to be 
watched and strictly guarded, so as, if possible, “to 

revent the power and patronage of the executive from 

eing brought into conflict with the freedom and purity 
of elections.” 

6. Resolved, That the representatives of the people 
have aright to incuire into the causes for which any 
executive officer has been removed or dismissed from 
office by the executive. 

7. Resolved, That, in prosecuting such inquiry, the 
house of representatives has a right to call for and 
have furnished to it all official documents, papers and 
letters relating to the removal of such officer which 
may be on file among the records of any of the execu- 
tive departments. 

8. Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
whose duty it shall be to report a bill imposing such re- 
strictions upon executive patronage as may be consis- 
tent with the foregoing resolutions, and compatible 
with the constitution of the United States, so as more 
effectually to guard against abuse and corruption in the 
exercise of the power of removal from and appointment 
to office. 

_Mr. Cave Johnson said that, from the mass of bu- 
Siness before the house, there could be no opportu- 
nity of discussing these resolutions at this session; 


ne woule therefore move that they be laid on the 
able, 


Mr. Adams raised a question of order, on the 
ground that the amendment of Mr. Hopkins was ir- 
relevant to the subject matter of his resolution. 





The speaker decided in favor of the relevancy of 


the amendment. 
Mr. Adams appealed. After some remarks from 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Hopkins—Mr. Banks moved to 
lay the appeal on the table. And the question was 
put, by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirma- 
tive: yeas 95, nays 80. 
The appeal being thus laid on the table, the ques- 
tion reeurred on the motion of Mr. C. Johnson that 
the resolution and amendment be laid on the table. 


Mr. Adams inquired of the chair what was the 
Siate of the subject under the decision of the spea- 
Ker. The appeal had been laid on the table, conse- 
quently the speaker’s decision was not affirmed; 
that the appeal was therefore still existing, and the 
ainendment could not be considered as received. 


The speaker stated that the appeal being an inde- 
ewes question, and laid on the table, the spea- 
ers decision must stand, in ail further action on the 


Mr. Adams said he supposed he had no remedy. 
The question was then taken, by yeas and nays, 
on the motion to lay the resolution and amendment 
on the table, and decided in the negative, yeas 85, 
nays 92. 

Mr. Hopkins then asked Mr. Adams to accept his 
resolutions as a modification of his proposition; in 
which event, Mr. H. pledged himself to vote for 
the whole. 

Mr. Adams would be willing, he said, to modify 
his proposition if he could see how it was possible. 
His resolution asked for a set of facts—the resolu- 
tions of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Hop- 
kins) contained a set of principles to be acted on by 
the house. 

The question had not been disposed of, when, the 
hour having elapsed, the speaker announced the 
private orders of the day. And the resolutions 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. G. Davis, on behalf of his sick colleague, 
(Mr. Sherrod Williams), asked leave to introduce 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury of the 
United States inform this house what six land districts 
have been discontinued under the act of June 12, 1840, 
and when they were respectively discontinued. Also, 
what salaries or other emoluments were paid the offi- 
cers of such districts between the 12th of June afore- 
said, and the discontinuance of such districts, specify- 
ing the sums paid to each individual. And thatthe se- 
cretary also report the amount of revenue that was paid 
to each receiver of such district between the time of 
their discontinuance and the said 12th of June, 1840. 
The house proceeded to the consideration of pri- 
vate bills, and after disposing of several, and the 
postponement of others, at half past 3 o’clock ad- 
journed. 


Monday, Jan.11. The journal of Saturday hav- 
~ been read—the speaker announced the special 
order of the day to be the case of the contested 
election from the state of Pennsylvania between 
Mr. Naylor and Mr. Ingersoll. 

Mr. Naylor rose and addressed the house in be- 
half of his right to the seat now held by him; en- 
tering minutely into the history of the case and 
into the testimony taken in relation to it; and re- 
plying seriafim to the positions assumed by Mr. 
Ingersoll in his argument of last week. 

Mr. N. continued to speak (without concluding) 
until near three o’clock, when he gave way toa 
motion for adjournment; which, however, was 
waived for a moment to enable 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, on leave, to report from 
the committee of ways and means the general ap- 
propriation bill for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses for the support of government forthe year 
1341; which was twice read, and committed to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, | 
and ordered to be printed. The house adjourned 
till to-morrow. 

Tuesday, Jan. 12. Mr. Adams had leave to pre- 
sent apetition of Redman Burke and George Wix, 
complaining that they have been discharged from 
work on the public buildings at Washington; which 
was referred to the committee omthe public build- 
ings. 

Mr. Green asked the consent of the house to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and neces- 
sity of laying such duties, for the purposes of revenue, 
upon wines and silks, and such other articles of luxury 
imported into the United States, as will meet the neces- 
sary expenditures of the government, and pay off the. 
debt already incurred by the issue of treasury notes, 
and all such other debts as may be owing by the go- 
vernment of the United States, and that said commit- 
tee report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Turney called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion. It wag read accordingly. 

Mr. Pickens was proceeding to make some re- 
inarks; when Mr. Hubbard objected to the intro 
duction of the resolution; and there the matter 
enced. 

Mr. Campbell, of S. C. asked leave to introduce 
a resolution directing the speaker to issue a sub- 
pena duces tecum to Samuel Hart, clerk of the court 
in Philadelphia, to appear before the house with the 
election returns of member of congress for the 3d 
district of Pennsylvania, in 1838. 





the resolution, and it was returned to Mr. Camp- 
bell. 


Mr. Sergeant reported the senate bill further to 
amend the act providing for taking the sixth cen- 
sus, with a sma!l amendment, which was adopted; 
aad the bill was then read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. Sergeant reported the bill from the senate 
supplementary to the act to abolish imprisonment 
for debt in certaincases, withoutamendment. Mr, 
S. explained the provisions of the bill, and the ur- 





Subject, until reversed. 


Many memnbers objected to the introduction of 


uponit. And he asked that it might now be put on 
its third reading. 

Mr. 4dams moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the words “or shall hereafter be,’’ and gave his 
reasons for proposing the amendment, contending 
that the act itas now stood, transferred to the states 
the power which, under the constitution of the Unit- 
ed States, belonged to congress. 

The amendment was discussed briefly by Messrs. 
Monroe, Thompson, of Mississippi, Fillmore, Cur- 
its, Vanderpoel,. Barnard and ope. 

Mr. Everett inquired if it was intended that the 
effect of the bil! should be retrospective? If that 
was to be the effect, he thought that the bill itself 
ought not to pass. 

Mr. Habersham objected, he said, to the whole 
bill, as well as to the bill passed at the last session 
of congress; for he believed the operation was par- 
tial. He moved, therefore, to recommit the bill to 
the committee on the judiciary, with the following 
instructions: 

“To report a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt 
under process issuing from the courts of the United 
States in all cases except where the judgment shall 
be against an officer of the United States for a de- 
faication in his office.” 

Mr. Peck sustained briefly the motion to recom- 
mit. 

Mr. Sergeant explained his views in relation to 
the constitutional points as between the U. States 
and the several states, and earnestly opposed the 
amendment. 

Mr. Briggs here rose, and reminded the house 
that Mr. Naylor, who was entitied to the floor in 
continuation of his argument, had yielded to his 
colleague, (Mr. Sergeant], under the supposition 
that the bill would be disposed of ina few moment; 
When several voices called for the ‘previous ques- 
tion.”” 

Mr. Vanderpoel said he would move the previous 
question if the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Briggs] would give way. 

And Mr. Briggs having yielded the floor—Mr. 
Vanderpoel moved the previous question. And there 
was a second. 

The speaker said that the previous question would 
cut off the motion to recommit, and would bring 
the house to a vote, first on the amendment, and 
then on the third reading of the bill. 

And the house ordered that the main question 
should be now put. 

Mr. Adams asked for the yeas and nays on his 
amendment, which were ordered, and being taken, 
were yeas 31, nays 110. So the amendment was 
rejected. 

And the bill [having been ordered toa third read- 
ing at this time] was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Sergeant, fromm the committee on the judicia- 
ry, reported three bills from the senate, viz: 

To confirm to the state of Indiana the land se- 
lected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between the mouth of Tippe- 
canoe river and Terre Haute, and for other pur- 
poses. 

To prevent the counterfeiting of any foreign 
copper, gold, silver or other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United States or uttering any 
counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver or other coin. 

To amend an act entitled an act more effectually 
to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes. 

These bills were then committed to the commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Cumpbell, of South Carolina, again asked 
leave to move a resolution, which was read at the 
clerk’s table, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the speaker of this house be requested 
to issue asubpena duces tecum to Samuel Hart, esq. 
prothonotary of the court of common pleas for the cit 
and county of Philadelphia, directing the said Samuel, 
Hart, esq. to appear personally or by deputy before this 
house at 1 o’clock P. M. on Friday, the 15th instant, 
with the election returns and other papers on file in 
his office relating to the congressional electionin the 
third congressional district of the state of chap: ops 
in 1833, there to be examined in evidence in the case 
of the contested election now pending between C. J. 
Ingersoll and Charles Naylor, from the said congres- 
sional district. 

Several members objected. 

Mr. Campbell then moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable bi:n to introduce the resolution, and 
the question was put and decided in the negative 
without a division. 

The house resumed the consideration of the case 
of the contested election from the third congres- 
sional district of the state of Penasylvania between 
Mr. Naylor and Mr. Ingersoll. 


Mr. Naylor resumed his argument from yester- 
day in support of his right to the seat now held 
by him; and before he had concluded, the house 





gent necessity that existed for immediate action 





adjourned, 
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Axouition Potitics. The New York Journal of 
Commerce gives the following as the amount of the 
votes polled for Messrs. Birney and Earle, the aboli- 
tion candidates for president and vice president, out of 
a total of about 2,400,009 votes: 


Siates. gestern States. — 
Pennsylvania, . 343} [linois, 87 
New Jersey, 69) Vermont, 319 
Ohio, 952!Connecticut, 174 
Michigan, 294) Rhode Island,* 42 
New York, 2,799 — 
Maine, 194 6,891 
Massachusetts, 1,618 





THE BANKS OF THE cITY OF BaLtTrMokrg, it is an- 
nounced have resolved thatit is inexpedient to resume 
Specie payments until they ascertain that those of Vir- 
ginia at least, if not other southern states shall be pre- 
pared to resume also. The annual exhibit of the con- 
dition of the banks of the city on the Ist January, made 
under oath to the treasurer of the state, has been pub- 
lished. 


Bank or Virernta. The legislative examination into 
the affairs of this bank, and the causes which have 
operated to produce the late severe losses of the bank, 
has not had the effect of impairing the confidence of 
the stockholders in the present board of directors of the 
institution. ‘The old board of directors were re-elect- 
ed—Dr. Brockenborough (the president) by a majority 
of more than two to one. 


Boston commerce. In 1840, the arrival from foreign 

orts amounted to 1,628 vessels—being an increase ot 
re over those of 1839. Cleared 1,362 vessels, being 27 
less than in 1839, 


Buenos Ayres anp France. The brig Cervantes of 
New York, from Rio Janeiro, brings the important in- 
formation that the Oriental brig Indo had arrived there 

- with intelligence that a treaty has been concluded be- 

tween the French and Buenos Ayres, and that the 
blockade, which has been continued for three years, 
was raised on the 31st October. 


Tue Carnoric cuurcn In THE U. States. It is stat- 
ed in the Catholic Almanac for 1841, just published in 
this city by Fielding Lucas, jr. that the Catholic popu- 
lation of the United States is estimated at 1,300,000. 
The number of clergymen in the ministry is 436, other- 
wise employed, 109—total 545. ‘The numberof churches 
and chapels is 512; churches building, 27; other stations, 
394. There are 17 ecclesiastical institutions, with 144 
clerical students. ‘Tbe female religious institutions 
number 3l,and the female academies 49. ‘There are 
in the female academies 2,782 pupils. ‘The literary 
institutions for young men number 24, and the young 
men in them 1,593. ‘The number of Catholic bishops 
in the U. States is 17. During 1840, the accesssions 
to the priestly office have been 85. ‘The archdiocess of 
Baltimore, which comprises the state of Maryland and 
the District of Columbia, has 68 churces and chaples, 
2 churches building, and 10other stations. ‘The num- 
ber of clergymen in the ministry is 38, and the number 
otherwise employed, 31. ‘There are 633 young men in 
the colleges of this see, and 530 pupils in the female 
academies. 


“Tie Caronme arrain.” <A public meeting was 
held at Buffalo on the 29th ult. to “commemorate and 
act upon the means of redress for the outrage of the 
burning of the American steamer Caroline, on the 
eve of the 29ih day of December, 1837.” Among the 
resolutions adopted was one to commemorate the 29th 
of December “annually henceforth, as a gross viola- 
tion of the laws of neutrality existing between the 
American government and Great Britain, until the 
blood of the murdeied Durfee and his fellow citizens 
be atoned for.” 


Detaware U. S. senator. The legislature have 
elected the hon. THomas CLAYTON and Ricuarp B. 
Bayarp to represent the state in the U.S. senate—both 
whigs. 

Excuance. New York on London 8a9; on France 
5f. 17; on Bostoy ja;on Philadelphia ag; on Baltimore 
3:on Washington lal}; Richmond, Norfolk, &c. 25 
Raleigh, Wilmington, &c. 3; Charleston 14; Augusta 
63; Macon 124; Columbus 5; Savannah 43; Mobile 635 
interior of Alabama 73; New Orleans 23; St. Louis, 
Louisville, Cincinnati 5}; Nashville 8. 


Fiour. Liverpool, Dec. 8. United States and Ca- 
nadian flour were ls. per qr. dearer; 34s. 6d. to 35s. per 
bbl. paid for prime sweet parcels of the former. 

Liverpool, Dec. 18. The duty on foreign wheat is 
advanced to 25s. 8d. per qr. on flour to 16s. 63d. per 

arrel. 
, yoy ee York, Gennese flour commands $4 94. — 

At Baltimore, the receipt price $4 25; selling price 
€4 44 to $4 50; city mills $4 625. 


Fresuers. Loss of lives and property. The country 
at the time being covered with about 18 inches of snow, 


a heavy rain commenced on the evening of the 5th 
inst. and continued for nearly forty-eight hours. The 


consequence has been most disastrous. Property and 
improvements to the amount of millions of dollars in 
value have been swept off in the flood, and many lives 
have been lost. The destruction of bridges and roads 
interrupt the mails in all directions. Enough of mail 





*Which includes all the scatering. 


bags to filla small warchouse have accumulated at the 
Susquehanna, where the ice prevents the boat from 
crossing. 
The rail roads in Maryland have stood the freshet 
well. We have heard of but little injury yet. 

At Georgetown, in the District, the breaking up of 
the ice in Rock creek carried away the lower bridge, 
near the mouth of the creek. 

The Delaware and Lehigh rose to about thirty-five 
feet above low water mark, and the destruction there- 
by occasioned is terrible indeed. Dwelling houses, 
barns, stables, canal boats, store houses &c. &c. have 
been floated off and destroyed, and some lives lost. 

It is feared that the aqueducts and culverts are all 
gone. 

All the dams on the Lehigh river, above Mauch 
Chunk, have been swept away, and all the boating 
fixtures of the henaeetiy at that place have been de- 
stroyed. Several lives were lost. The Lehigh Crane 
iron works were inundated, and the Lehighton bridge 
has been carried away. ‘The furnace at South Easton. 
was inundated vvhile in blast, and the sudden evolu- 
uon of gas and steam burst the stalk and scattered the 
fragments about. 

Numbers of bridges, dams, mills and houses have 
been swept away on the Potomac, Susquchanna, De- 
laware, Schuylkill, Lehigh, Passaic, Hackensack, Hud- 
son, Connecticut and ali their principal tributaries.— 
The damage to the Croton water works is estimated at 
$180,000. 

On the North river, King’s bridge is gone and so 
many other bridges that the mail cannot be forwarded 
by land, it is sent by steamboat. 

The water works of New York have suffered se- 
verely, about one half of the Croton dam was carried 
away and that the several mills below the dam have 
been also carried away, as has been the bridge cross- 
ing the river above the dam erected by the water com- 
missioners. ‘I'he three bridges below the dam, one of 
which is crossed by the New York and Albany post 
road, are destroyed. Several dwelling houses, both 
below and above the dam have been carried away, 
and three lives have been lost. The flood came so ra- 
pidly, and in the night, that persons escaped from their 
dwellings in their night olocli¢h, and got into trees for 
security. 


From Albany we have advices to Friday even- 
ing at 8 o’clock. South Market street was impassable 
for foot passengers, and all communication was car- 
ried on by boats. 

Catskill. ‘The damage at this place and vicinity is 
extensive. 

Saugerties. ‘The losses at this place are estimated 
at $100,000. 

The Connecticut river rose at Hartford within ten 
inches of the heighth it was at in the memorable freshet 
of 1501. Nearly all Front street was covered with wa- 
ter, and in State street the water came up to the second 
building east of Frott. It will be some days before the 
siores can be revccupied. Numbers of tamilies were 
driven from their homes—and others into their upper 
stories. Numbers of horses, cattle and hogs were de- 
stroyed. 

Several bridges across the Farmington and other 
rivers were Carried away. 

This freshet is two or three feet higher than that of 
January, 1539, and much higher than that of any other 
year since 1801, 


THE PACKET sup GARRICK, capt. Palmer. The pas- 
sengers and crew_are all landed safe, bui the ship went 
ashore on the north end of Woodlands, Jersey shore, 
20 miles from Sandy Hook, on the night of the 6th inst. 
and isa complete wreck—every sea breaking over her. 
She lies within her length of the shore, and they are 
landing her cargo upon timbers, much damaged of 
course. ‘The cargo was estimated to be worth 400,000 
dollars—though she was not more than one-third 
loaded, freight lisi £1,300. The ship itself was ensur- 
ed to the amount of $30,000 in the N. York, Ocean, 
Jackson and American offices. 


Tue sure Grace Brown, capt. Duff, of and for Balti- 
more, with a valuable cargo left Liverpool on the 12th 
Nov. and on the night of the 6th Jan. run aground on the 
S. E. point of the middle ground, thereby unshipping 
the mizzen mast and causing her to leak badly. The 
captain and all on board lefi_ her, after anchoring, and 
proceeded to seek safety and succor. With the latter 
the captain was returning when he discovered the ship 
under way for Norfolk, in possession of sundry pilots, 
who had meantime taken possession, and refused to 
deliver her up. She is now at Norfolk. 


Sir Joun Harvey is a passenger in the Caledonia 
for Liverpool, having been ordered to a command in or 
near Syria, supposed to be the island of Cypruss, 
which John Bull has taken of the sublime porte, as 
collateral security for moneys loaned to carry on the 
war against Mahomed Ali, pacha. 

The removal of this officer from authority in our 
vicinity, is considered unfavorable to harmony  be- 
tween the British and this country. The N. York 
Commercial says, to him more than any man, is to be 
atiributed the fact that we are now at peace. 

The Boston Atlas says: Lord Sydenham appears 
determined to remove, in a quiet way that will cause 
no inconvenient results to the government, all the to- 
ries in command in the British provinces in America. 
Not Jong since we announced the appointment of sir 
Colin Campbell to the command of Coden: as a quiet 





way to remove him from the government of Nova 


Passengers pass upon the ice at greatrisk.. 


tec... 
Scotia. Sir John Harvey is now, it appears, to he a 
posed of in a similar manner. The London Glot. 
announces that major general sir Thomas Pears,” 
nowin command of the north of Ireland, is to a? 
ceed to New Brunswick in the room of major Poth ne 
sir John Harvey, ordered to India. ral 

The Commercial says: It appears that sir John Har- 
vey, the governor of New Brunswick, is ordered + 
Syria, instead of India. We are sorry he is ordered 
any where. For while he has faithfully discharoc, 
his duty to his own sovereign, he has manifested , 
nobleness of feeling worthy of an Englishman and 
which has_not failed to be appreciated by the descen. 
dants of Englishmen. His intercourse with general 
Scott, at a time when the boundary question seemed 
on the eve of breaking out into open war, will furnish 
a brighter page in his history, than if he had achieved 
the bloody triumphs of Cesar or Napoleon. Brighiey 
at any rate, when men come to look at things in their 
true light. 

Later. The last mail brings us papers which state 
that sir John Harvey has received no official intimation 
of any appointment such as intimated above. 


Loans. From the year 1822 to 1836, the foreign 
loans taken in London, amounted to £57,000,000—;, 
$283 000,000. No United States’ loans were included 
in the above. 


Mait Rogperizs. Extensive robberies, including 
packages of letters from Wheeling, Columbus, (jp: 
cinnati, Louisville, Nashville and St. Louis, about six 
packages from each, have been discovered, the perpe. 
trators were finally detected and secured by office;s 
Plittand Kennedy, employed by the department. 4 
driver named Corman_was first seeured, who confessed 
and implicated a Dr. Braddee, his clerk named Py. 
nell, and an accomplice named T'rayer, all residence 
of Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 

Large amounts Of money, trunks and carpet bays 
stolen from travellers, have been discovered, and part 
of the money has been identified as havirg been taken 
from the mail. This system of depredation has beey 
carried on from the 13th November until the 1Sih De. 
cember, at different periods. 


Massacuusetts U. S. senator. The whigs of the 
legislature held a meeting to agree upon a candida's 
for senator in place of the honorable John Davis te. 
signed—number present 210, necessary to a choice 
106. On the first ballot Isaac ©. Bates, of Northamp- 
ton, had 101, Levi Lincoln 52, Wm. Baylies 28, §, 
Hoan 16, Caleb Cushing 8, J.Q. Adams 5 On the 
second ballot, Isaac C. Bates 147, Levi Lincoln 49, 
scattering 9. Mr. Bates will no doubt be the senator, 


NorRTHEAST BOUNDARY DIFFICULTIES. The Bosten He. 
rald states, on the authority of a gentleman whoariived 
in that city late last evening, from Maine, that three gen- 
tlemen, whose names are given us, Thomas F’. Tem- 
pleton, George Cady and John H, Kenwick, while pro- 
ceeding on their way from Bangor to Canada, were 
stopped near Madawaska by a party of British armed 
soldiers, who insulted them and without provocation 
assaulted them. Mr. Cady was knocked down wit 
a blow from a musket; Mr. Templeton received a bay: 
onet wound in the shoulder, and Mr. Kenwick, trying 
to escape, received a bulletin his thigh. An officer then 
came up and checked further hostilities. 

If this statement is correct, the occurrences will not 
tend to allay the excitement on the subject of the nort- 
east boundary. : 


Pork MARKET. At Cincinnati about 100,060 hogs 
had been cut up, to the 8th inst. prices range from 
$3 73 to4 12; lard, 64. 


Stocks. United States bank of Pennsylvania, at): 
York 50 to 51}; at Philadelphia 50. 


Stavers. The examination before our disirict court 
has resulted in putting capt. Frye and Mr. Burnhau, 
the mate of the brig Tigris, under bonds of $3,000 and 
$2,000, to answer the charge of seizing a native of 
Africa, on the coast with intent of making him a slave. 
Judge Davis deeming the charge sufficiently establish- 
ed to warrant a trial by the circuit court which silts !n 


May next. {Boston paper. 


THE SERGEANT AT ARMS, Of the house of represen: 
tatives, judge Haight, formerly of Vermont, died 
Washington on the the 13thinstant, The senate voted 
$500 to defray the expenses of his removal to Vermen! 
and interment of his remains. 


Wueat marker. Liverpool, Dec. 8. On Saturday, 
at Manchester, good runs of Baltic red wheat wel? 
bought at 8s. 9d. to 8s. 10d.; American at 8s. 9d. ' 
9s.; and some tolerably fair Dantzig at 83. 9d. per i0 
lbs. Irish new wheat has experienced a similar decline; 
but the value of English new, of which the quantly 
offering is still small, has not receded in like proportio!s 
best runs of white being still worth 9s. 4d. to 9s. 5: 
Sweet parcels of American flour are becoming muc! 
less plentiful, and meet a fair inquiry at full rates; cho'cé 
brands of United States 34s. 6d.; Canadian 33s. to 3! 
per barrel. 

There was a firmer tone in the wheat trade general: 
ly to-day, and afair amount of business was transac 
ed, principally in free foreign, at the full prices of !as! 
Tuesday. 


Tur Messrs. Wricuts, bankers of London, w!? 
lately failed, it is now stated will pay twenty shillings! 
the pound. Louis Phillippe of France it is said 4 





considerable funds in their hands. 
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